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In April 2004 Former Springboro
Police Capt. Jim Barton spoke
with the Dayton Daily News about
the charges that he killed his
wife.
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By Lawrence Budd, Staff Writer

7:09 AM Thursday, June 11, 2009

CINCINNATI — Former Springboro police
Lt. Jim Barton has turned to the federal
courts for relief from his sentence of as
much as 50 years in prison for his role in his wife’s death in
April 1995.

Barton, now 53, is being held at the Southern Ohio
Correctional Facility in Lucasville.

In March 2005, Judge James Flannery sentenced Barton to
15-50 years in prison for involuntary manslaughter and
complicity to aggravated burglary after a trial in Warren
County Common Pleas Court.

Since then, a variety of appeals have been rejected by state
courts, including the Ohio Supreme Court.

On May 19, U.S. Magistrate Judge Timothy Black ordered
lawyers for Phillip Kern, warden of the state prison in
Lucasville, to respond within 60 days to claims that Barton
should be freed because his civil rights were violated during
the trial.

Barton’s lawyer Richard Pagan said the federal court was a
better venue for the appeal.

“We presented facts (in state appeals) that in a federal court
would have carried the day,” Pagan said this week.

Lawyers in the Ohio Attorney General’s Office are preparing a
response.

Pagan claims Barton’s trial lawyers failed to object to
testimony by Gary Henson about statements by his dead
brother.

Henson testified his brother made statements about his role in
the break-in at the Barton’s Franklin Twp. home that resulted
in the death and sexual assault of Vickie Barton, 40, an
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instructor at the Kettering College of Medical Arts.

Prosecutors said her husband hired Henson’s brother and
another man — who has never been identified — to break into
the home to frighten her into moving to Springboro so he
could become police chief.

Pagan also accuses prosecutors of withholding evidence they
could have used to discredit Henson.

Despite the trial and appeals rulings, supporters continue to
question the verdict.

The case was featured in a CBS 48 Hours segment that
continues to air on TV, prompting questions by viewers.

Contact this reporter at (937) 225-2261 or
lbudd@DaytonDailyNews.com.

Get the latest court and crime news.

DaytonDailyNews.com/news/crime
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