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Police Officer Accused Of Sexual
Abuse Sues Town For $7.75 Million
August 30, 1995 | By VAN ALDEN FERGUSON; Courant Staff Writer

SIMSBURY — A veteran police officer, accused by department officials of inappropriately touching a former local woman
while on duty, filed a lawsuit in U.S. District Court Tuesday, claiming the charges against him are false.

The $7.75 million suit was filed in Hartford by Gary Mihalick, 47, who has been on the force 22 years. Assigned to U.S.
District Judge Dominic J. Squatrito, the suit also seeks to block disciplinary actions against him until after a trial on the
federal civil rights suit. Chief Alfred Shull has recommended to the police commission that Mihalick be dismissed.

Town officials named as defendants who were reached for comment Tuesday declined to discuss the suit. Mihalick has
requested a hearing on a preliminary injunction barring the town from firing him. No date has been set for the hearing.

Mihalick was charged last October with fourth-degree sexual assault in connection with two separate incidents in 1993
involving the former resident. The incidents allegedly occurred after Mihalick responded to calls at her home.

Mihalick has been suspended with pay, and the criminal charges are pending in Enfield Superior Court.

The filing of the federal suit follows last Thursday's action by the police commission that in effect accepted Shull's
accusations that Mihalick had kissed, fondled and touched the woman inappropriately in November and December 1993.

The following are named in the suit: Shull; Capt. Peter Sevetz; Sgt. Richard Beck; Sgt. Brian Cavanagh; social services
department Director Micheline Lecours-Beck, who is married to Sgt. Richard Beck; and First Selectwoman Mary Glassman.
Also, the five members of the police commission: Roger Carlson, commission chairman, Edward Simpson, Carolyn
Clement, Elizabeth Dubois-Russo and Carl Eisenman.

James S. Brewer, Mihalick's attorney, said he is seeking $7.75 million in damages because the false charges have caused
Mihalick emotional distress and ``wiped out his reputation.''

Brewer also said that Shull and the other officers manipulated the woman into filing the charges.

The suit alleges that Shull, Sevetz, Cavanagh, Beck and Lecours- Beck conspired to fabricate the charges against Mihalick
and coerced the woman into filing the sexual-assault complaint. In testimony at the disciplinary hearing, Cavanagh said he
initially questioned the woman in September 1994 while she was hospitalized, recovering from serious injuries sustained in
a bathroom fall. He said she told him about the incidents with Mihalick after he had asked her whether she had had any
problems with members of the department.

``This lady was coming out of the ICU [intensive care unit] and they solicited a complaint,'' Brewer said. ``They put their
hooks into her and used her. She's just as much a victim as Gary Mihalick,''

The suit also states the alleged conspiracy against Mihalick started one month after he told his supervisors that he planned
to file a grievance over a disputed sergeant's promotional exam. A past union president, Mihalick often clashed with the
administration, the suit alleges.

Shull, who said he has not seen the suit, would not comment. Duncan Forsyth, an attorney who represented Shull at the
hearing, also said he had not seen the suit and could not comment.

The suit states that Shull, Sevetz, Cavanagh and Beck conspired to write a false arrest warrant application ``by purposely
omitting from the arrest warrant affidavit any mention of the `victim' Doe's history of false complaints, faulty memory,
attempted seduction of other police officers, drug and alcohol abuse and psychiatric commitments.''

Brewer had attacked the woman's credibility at the police commission hearings, which began in January and ended this
month, by producing police reports of an unfounded assault complaint and questioning officers who testified that she had
previously filed an unfounded complaint against another officer. Two officers also testified that the woman had touched them
inappropriately, which she denied at a later hearing.

During the hearings the woman was also questioned about -- and acknowledged -- her psychological, drug and alcohol
problems.

In their findings, police commission members said that the woman's problems did not damage her credibility. They said the
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woman had nothing to gain from her testimony, and had no reason to lie,while Mihalick, who denied having any physical
contact with the woman, had his job on the line.

Brewer said Tuesday that even though the commission could not determine why the woman would have fabricated the
charges, ``that doesn't mean she is not inaccurate, or not fantasizing, or not having a psychological delusion or not totally
fearful of and intimidated by the chief.''

Brewer also said the police commission appeared to have come to a consensus before starting deliberations. ``It seems to
me there were deliberations outside of the actual deliberations'' during the hearing, he said.

Commission member Simpson, who is presiding over the hearings, said he could not comment on the lawsuit. He added,
however, that the commission members had no informal discussions about the issues and that their first deliberations were
last Thursday.
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