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YEARS.
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Byline: Janet Gilmore Daily News Staff Writer 

Michael Brambles, an LAPD detective who served
in an elite corps only to retire after a dizzying fall
from grace, was sentenced Friday to 102 years in
prison for a spree of armed robberies and rapes. 

The 1994 crimes, said Superior Court Judge John
Ouderkirk, were made more ``despicable,'' and
Brambles more blameworthy, because police know
the emotional toll which violent crime leaves with its
victims. 

``You got to see the fear and terror in the eyes of
each victim but still went on over a four-month
period,'' Ouderkirk said during a sentencing hearing,
which included testimony from several of Brambles'
victims. ``The defendant has no remorse for the
pain he has inflicted.'' 

Brambles, 47, will be in his 90s before he becomes
eligible for parole. 

``Isn't it wonderful?'' one rape victim said while
embracing another victim after the hearing. 

Many victims in the spree of robberies and rapes in
the San Fernando Valley and the mid-Wilshire area
had written to the judge asking for stiff punishment.
They wrote about their continued nervousness,
crying spells, a marriage thrown into turmoil, the
loss of a business because of their fear. 

``Even when I walk on the street, I'm afraid that I'm
going to look down and see a gun pointed at me,''
said Michelle Weller, who was robbed while working
in a Studio City flower shop. 

She and others also expressed shock and
disillusionment that someone sworn to protect them
would rape and rob. 

Brambles, who sat quietly through the hearing,
maintains his innocence. In a presentencing report
he said he ``wonders if he was under so much
stress that he lost his mind, committed the crimes
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and did not remember it.'' 

Anthony Brooklier, Bramble's attorney, sought a 33-
year sentence for the former Los Angeles Police
Department officer convicted in July on 29 charges
including robbery, rape and assault with a deadly
weapon. 

``I'm very troubled by what occurred,'' Brooklier
said. ``You had someone here with a great career,
something had to happen to go in such an opposite
downward direction. 

``He had a good life, an honorable one. I don't
know what happened. I can't explain it,'' Brooklier
said. 

Brambles' presentencing report chronicles a career
marked by a fast-paced rise through the ranks,
highlighted by his work on the high-profile ZZZZ
Best money-laundering investigation. 

Brambles contends he uncovered impropriety
among higher-ups in law enforcement and was
retaliated against, kicked out of the LAPD's elite
Organized Crime Intelligence Division, harassed by
supervisors and left with ulcers and other stress-
related stomach problems that led to his retirement
in 1994. 

But why would a once-respected detective commit
such crimes? 

One victim theorized that he wanted to get back at
the LAPD. One officer suggested that maybe he
needed ``walking-around money.'' His ex-wife told
investigators she was mystified. 

Outside of court, prosecutor Michele Daniels said
simply: ``These were vile and egregious crimes. . . .
Only Mr. Brambles knows what motivated him to
cause these acts.'' 

Many of the robberies netted anywhere from about
$30 to several hundred dollars. According to the
presentencing report, Brambles reportedly told a
former girlfriend he did not think investigators would
spend much time looking into small robberies. 

The crimes occurred between January 1994 and
May 1994. Brambles was newly married to a
second wife and preparing to retire from the LAPD
when the first crime occurred. 

At the time, he lived in Las Vegas and claimed to
have been returning to the Los Angeles area, not to
commit crimes, but to follow up on doctor visits and
see his two children, who live in Agoura with his
first wife. 

The judge noted that one of the defendant's victims,
a 16-year-old girl whom Brambles robbed of a
school backpack while she worked in a small store,
was not much older than Brambles' own daughter. 

The teen-ager had written to the judge that she
``couldn't function for awhile. All I could think of
was having a gun pointed at my head. I could have
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been killed or raped.'' 

Brambles was arrested in May 1994, when a man
he robbed at one establishment was working part-
time at another business, a Motel 6 in Inglewood,
where Brambles had checked in. The man
recognized Brambles and called police. 

Evidence against Brambles included not only
eyewitness identifications but DNA tests from
semen samples and car rental receipts and other
documents linking Brambles to the crimes. 

Ouderkirk, who noted that overwhelming evidence
linked Brambles to the crimes, cautioned the public
not to judge other police officers by Brambles. 

Under the terms of his sentencing, Brambles will
have to pay victims more than $16,000 for their
collective loss, plus pay an additional $26,000 for
other restitution. 

Brambles, the judge noted, can use his LAPD
pension to foot the bill - paying for the victims' loss
before settling his legal debts.
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