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Officer Convicted On Rape Charges
May 23, 2006 | By MONICA POLANCO; Courant Staff Writer

EAST WINDSOR — An East Windsor police officer has been placed on unpaid
administrative leave pending a termination hearing after his conviction Monday of sexual assault, officials said.

A Superior Court jury in New Haven convicted Rafael Crespo Jr. of two counts each of first-degree sexual assault and third-
degree assault. Crespo, 30, who is being held with bail set at $500,000, is scheduled to be sentenced July 21.

He faces five to 20 years in prison and a fine of up to $10,000 for committing sexual assault, a Class B felony. Third-degree
assault is a Class A misdemeanor punishable by less than a year of imprisonment.

The termination hearing, run by the town police commission, could be held as early as Wednesday evening. The
commission is responsible for hiring and firing officers, but in this case the hearing will be a formality.

``He's been convicted of felonies, which precludes him from working as a police officer,'' East Windsor Det. Matthew Carl
said.

Crespo, a former Marine who was a member of an elite unit that protected diplomats, has been with the department for four
years. He was arrested on Feb. 3, 2005, by Yale University police. Crespo was accused of raping and assaulting his former
fiancee, a Yale student, several times while off duty.

A psychiatrist who treated the unidentified woman noted that she was too afraid of Crespo to end the relationship.

The university's officers arrested Crespo as he prepared to begin his 4 p.m. patrol shift in East Windsor. They also charged
Crespo with two counts of first-degree kidnapping with a firearm, second-degree unlawful restraint and second-degree
threatening, but he was not convicted of those charges. East Windsor police did not participate in the investigation.

Crespo had been on paid administrative leave until Monday.

It was a harsh blow for the department, which earlier this month began investigating an incident in which Officer John
Scavotto allegedly fired a Taser weapon at another officer's face, injuring him.

But Crespo's marred reputation has no bearing on the department, Chief Edward DeMarco said.

``We are a group of individuals that work within the criminal justice system,'' DeMarco said Monday evening. ``We believe
in the system and the system worked in that a jury of Mr. Crespo's peers has convicted him of these charges, so it's time to
move collectively past this.''

The department is authorized to employ about 30 officers, but just under 20, including high-ranking ones, report for duty.
Some officers are on medical leave, one will leave for a job in Florida next week and another is now on the opposite side of
the criminal justice system.

The department is meeting the town's policing needs despite those staffing challenges, DeMarco said.

``We're a very dedicated group of individuals to begin with,'' he said. ``They're very proud to perform the functions that they
perform.''
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