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Former prison officer gets jail in sex case
Published: Thursday, January 03, 2008, 1:41 PM     Updated: Thursday, January 03, 2008, 2:18 PM

By BUFFY SPENCER 

bspencer@repub.com 

SPRINGFIELD - A former correctional officer today was sentenced to state prison for two to three

years, while a co-defendant was placed on two years probation. 

Both had been convicted by a jury of having sex with a female prisoner at the Hampden County

Correctional Center in Ludlow while they were correctional officers there. 

Hampden Superior Court Judge Peter A. Velis sentenced Stanford Norman, 35, to the two- to three-

year state prison sentence, but said he will recommend that Norman be allowed to serve his

sentence at the Hampshire County House of Corrections. 

Velis sentenced Brian K. Murphy, 53, to two years probation. 

Assistant District Attorney Howard I. Safford had asked for a four- to five-year state prison sentence

for Norman and a three- to four-year state prison sentence for Murphy. 

Murphy was never accused of touching anyone, but was accused as a joint venturer with Norman.

The prosecution's case was that Murphy had the woman inmate called to the medical unit and then

scanned her in through security in order that Norman could have sex with her. The woman inmate

had testified that the sex with Norman in 2006 was consensual. 

Joseph W. Monahan III, Norman's lawyer, asked Velis not to start the sentence until he appealed the

jury verdict. Velis said he would not postpone the sentence immediately but would take it under

advisement. 

Safford said the woman inmate did not wish to come to the sentencing or submit a statement about

the crime's impact on her. 

Hampden County Sheriff Michael J. Ashe Jr. and several jail administrators attended the sentencing.

Two rows of family members of the men were in the courtroom. 

Velis said that since he has been a judge he has considered each case to rise and fall on its own set
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of facts and to temper justice with compassion and not vengeance. 

He said although legally the two men have equal culpability under the joint venture theory, the facts

of each man's conduct were very different. 

"I do not levy punishment for the purpose of setting an example," Velis said. 

"This case has sickened many people including this court," Velis said, because of the acts

themselves, but also because of damage done to the public's perception of the jail. 

He praised Ashe and his staff for making the jail a model facility both in the state and around the

nation. 

He said that the acts of the men must be punished in order to protect inmates. "Inmates are not

second class human beings," Velis said. 

The judge said he was mindful that the mens' careers are over and of the shame and

embarrassment caused to their families. 

Safford, asking Velis to follow his recommended sentences, said, "We take no glee in winning this

case." 

He said that he considers the men colleagues of his since the jail is a sister agency upon which other

court offices rely. 

"Obviously the system fails when behavior such as this occurs," Safford said. 

When something like this occurs, Safford said, "It sticks in the public's mind." Good work the jail

does takes a back seat, he said. 

Monahan and Linda J. Thompson, Murphy's lawyer, had both asked that their clients get probation

without incarceration. 

Monahan said that Norman's pension rights are gone, he is now a convicted felon and he has lost

other benefits for his family that he would have been entitled to from his 17 years as a correctional

officer. 

Thompson said that Murphy for 14 years had been an exemplary correction officer, rising to the rank

of corporal.
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