
10/15/12 9:44 AMGeorgia briefs | Jacksonville.com

Page 1 of 2http://jacksonville.com/tu-online/stories/021706/geo_21123523.shtml

81°
Broken clouds

MORE WEATHER

Published Friday, February 17, 2006

Georgia briefs

By The Times-Union
, 

Youth minister indicted in slaying of his wife

SAVANNAH -- A church youth minister was indicted Wednesday in the November slaying of his wife.

The Chatham County grand jury charged Eric Golden, 36, with murder in the death of Dee Dee Golden.

The same panel also charged Golden with aggravated assault by breaking her neck with his hands.

The victim, 35, was slain at the couple's townhouse at Berwick Plantation on Nov. 17.

Golden then took her body to a wooded area of Fort Stewart in Bryan County and buried it in a 3-foot hole, police said.

According to testimony at Golden's preliminary hearing, the defendant said his marriage had been rocky for two years.

On the night of the slaying, Golden said he and his wife quarreled over the amount of time he was spending with one of
the children from his ministry at the Southside Assembly of God.

Several days after the slaying, Golden turned himself in to police and told them where he had buried his wife's body.

Golden remains incarcerated in the Chatham County jail.

Lee County jail officer fired after sex charge

LEESBURG -- A Lee County detention officer has been fired after he was charged with having sex with a woman in
custody.

John Sigmon, 40, was fired Tuesday after the incident came to light, Lee County Chief Deputy Dennis Parker said.

A 29-year-old female inmate told officials Tuesday morning that Sigmon had sex with her Sunday night, Parker said. The
sheriff's department and the Georgia Bureau of Investigation investigated the complaint.

Sigmon told GBI agents and Parker that he had consensual sex with the woman, but the woman ''described that she was
intimidated into it,'' Parker said.

''My staff member had sex with her, and it's against the law,'' Parker said. ''He betrayed the Sheriff's Office. He betrayed
our trust. He was very remorseful about it, but that still doesn't make it right.''

The woman had been in the jail for a week on charges of entering automobiles, Parker said. At the time of the incident
with Sigmon, she was being held in an isolation cell because she was having problems with the other female inmates, he
said.

Sigmon began work for the Lee County Sheriff's Office on Sept. 26, 2004, Parker said. Before that, he worked at the
Dougherty County Jail from May 2001 to October 2002, Parker said.

Unattended stove likely was cause of fatal fire

ILA -- Authorities suspect an unattended electric stove caused a fire that killed a 47-year-old man in rural Madison
County.

Coroner Michelle Cleveland identified the victim as Leonard Patrick.

Investigators believe Patrick left an electric stove unattended, causing the fire. Flames spread to a nearby collection of
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perhaps 100 oil lamps, said Wayne Whitaker, a spokesman for state Insurance and Safety Fire Commissioner John
Oxendine.

Patrick lived in a converted mobile home near Ila in northern Madison County. The house was a mobile home onto which
a more permanent structure had been added, firefighters at the scene said.

Neighbor Alicia Lewellyn said she saw flames coming from the house at about 6 a.m. Wednesday and dialed 911. She
went outside to look and see if Patrick was in the area, but did not find him.

''All the porch, front, it was in flames,'' Lewellyn said. ''It just blew up.''

There is ''nothing suspicious in nature'' about the fire, said Cody Cross, an investigator for the Madison County Sheriff's
Office. Although the fire was not suspicious, the state sent an investigator to help look into the cause.
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