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Details of alleged sexual assaults

against former deputy described

FRENCH VALLEY -- Details of how a former Riverside

County sheriff's corporal allegedly assaulted two women

sexually while on duty were outlined for a judge Thursday.

John Wayne Leseberg, 42, faces nearly 18 years in prison

should he be convicted as charged.

Sheriff's detectives testified Thursday that a 43-year-old

Meadowbrook woman told them she was assaulted in

October, when Leseberg and another deputy came to her

home on a domestic violence call.

Another woman, who was homeless and stayed in the

Lake Elsinore area, said she was assaulted in November

2004 inside a dilapidated, abandoned apartment after

Leseberg drove her there following her arrest, detectives

said.

During interviews with detectives, Leseberg denied the

sexual assault on the Meadowbrook woman. He admitted

to a one-time sexual encounter with the second woman, but said it was consensual and he never

touched her, according to testimony Thursday.

Leseberg shook his head slowly during some of the testimony at his preliminary hearing at

Southwest Justice Center in French Valley. The hearing will resume Monday morning with

testimony about a third alleged victim, an elderly woman who prosecutors say was assaulted at her

Wildomar home in September.

At the hearing's conclusion, Judge Judith Clark will announce whether she believes there is

enough evidence for Leseberg to go to trial as charged.

Leseberg was assigned to the Lake Elsinore Sheriff's Station at the time of the crimes he is
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charged with committing. He was first arrested in April and resigned from the department on May

24, officials said.

Sheriff's Detective John Whiting testified Thursday that he and another detective interviewed the

Meadowbrook woman at her home on Nov. 2.

She said she called the Sheriff's Department on Oct. 31 because her husband was "sticking her

with a knife," Whiting said. Two deputies arrived, separated the woman and her husband, with a

deputy later identified as Leseberg interviewing the woman inside the house, the detective said.

The woman said Leseberg sexually assaulted her as she was bent over in loose-fitting shorts when

he searched her in the bedroom of the home, Whiting said.

Leseberg then asked to use the bathroom and he stood in a way that she could see him standing

there, masturbating, the woman told Whiting. After he was finished, he wiped himself with toilet

paper, which he tossed into the trash, Whiting said, citing the woman's statement.

The woman later retrieved the toilet paper and gave it to investigators, Whiting said.

During questioning by Leseberg's attorney, Joseph Cavallo, Whiting told the judge that the toilet

paper was tested and no bodily fluids, including semen, were found.

Cavallo asked Whiting about any conclusion he made regarding the investigation. The detective

said there were some inconsistencies in the woman's statements, leading him to initially conclude

her claims were unfounded.

Cavallo questioned the detective about his interview of the second deputy who went to the house

with Leseberg. The deputy said he went in and out of the house, never announcing to Leseberg he

was coming inside, Whiting said.

The deputy told him he saw Leseberg and the woman in the living room and looking at a damaged

bedroom door, the detective testified. The deputy also said he believed the woman was "very

intoxicated" while they were conducting their investigation, Whiting said.

Deputy District Attorney Sean Lafferty also called sheriff's Detective Darin Gray to the witness

stand.

Gray testified Thursday primarily about charges against Leseberg relating to a homeless woman

whom Gray interviewed in January. She sometimes worked as an informant for another deputy, the

detective said.

The woman said she and a friend were drunk and panhandling near the Circle K store on Main

Street when they were detained by deputies, one of whom she knew then as John.

They were taken to a holding cell at the Lake Elsinore station, where the deputy later identified as

Leseberg searched her, she told Gray.

Leseberg placed his hands inside her bra and "rubbed her breasts," Gray said, then pulled her

pants away from her body and "rubbed" above her pubic area.

Leseberg's attorney later questioned Gray about his use of the word "rubbed," which Gray

confirmed wasn't written in her report, but that's what he recalls the woman saying.

Much of Cavallo's cross-examination consisted of he and Gray going back and forth about what

was and wasn't in his police reports. The dialogue became somewhat heated at times, leading the

judge to step in.

View more...Get It Offers

Overwhelmed by stress? Find a
healthy way to cope.

Anxious about what's next?
Discover a new path to your life.

Commercial Tree Service
Specialists

Best Tree Service Prices In Town

Join the conversation

View more CoolAds >

These ads may contain time-sensitive information and offers.
Please check with our Advertisers to confirm availability.

Temecula_CAL TEMECULA:
Sustainability divides council
candidates: bit.ly/TsqRxR via
@nctimes
15 minutes ago · reply · retweet · favorite

temecula_news TEMECULA:
Sustainability divides council
candidates: Sustainability has been
a buzzword in this year's council...
dlvr.it/2KRMy2
49 minutes ago · reply · retweet · favorite

Craft_Parade Top story: Home and
Garden briefs for Oct. 14
nctimes.com/lifestyles/hom…, see
more
tweetedtimes.com/Craft_Parade/h…
51 minutes ago · reply · retweet · favorite

SanDiegoWatch CHATFIELD: First

http://www.nctimes.com/places/ron-thurlow-phd-lmft/business_4000004110.html
http://www.nctimes.com/places/ron-thurlow-phd-lmft/business_4000004110.html
http://www.nctimes.com/places/american-tree-service-landscape-inc/business_4000003572.html
http://www.nctimes.com/places/american-tree-service-landscape-inc/business_4000003572.html
http://www.nctimes.com/search/?c=places/offers&t=article&sd=desc&s=start_time&sHeading=Get%20It%20Offers&skin=/get-it&D=business
http://advault.nctimes.com/ROP/
http://www.nctimes.com/search/?c=places/offers&t=article&sd=desc&s=start_time&sHeading=Get%20It%20Offers&skin=/get-it&D=business
http://www.nctimes.com/places/offers/overwhelmed-by-stress-find-a-healthy-way-to-cope/article_fb9f39dc-ab6a-11e1-9c35-0019bb2963f4.html
http://www.nctimes.com/places/offers/anxious-about-what-s-next-discover-a-new-path-to/article_dfeb2872-ab6a-11e1-8031-0019bb2963f4.html
http://www.nctimes.com/places/offers/commercial-tree-service-specialists/article_b14588b0-ddaa-11e1-b0ee-001a4bcf887a.html
http://www.nctimes.com/places/offers/best-tree-service-prices-in-town/article_91bca15e-ddaa-11e1-975d-001a4bcf887a.html
https://twitter.com/
https://twitter.com/search/%40nctimes%20OR%20nctimes%20OR%20%23nctimes%20OR%20%40nctvista%20OR%20%40nctoceanside%20OR%20%40nctlowrey%20OR%20%40ericwolff
http://advault.nctimes.com/ROP/
http://advault.nctimes.com/ROP/Advertisers.aspx
http://advault.nctimes.com/ROP/Ads.aspx?ptype=ROPP_IMAGE&adid=13693117&advid=1557280
http://advault.nctimes.com/ROP/Ads.aspx?ptype=ROPP_IMAGE&adid=13711072&advid=1619229
http://advault.nctimes.com/ROP/Ads.aspx?ptype=ROPP_IMAGE&adid=13708738&advid=1745550
http://advault.nctimes.com/ROP/Ads.aspx?ptype=ROPP_IMAGE&adid=13639980&advid=1224341
https://twitter.com/intent/user?screen_name=Temecula_CAL
https://twitter.com/intent/user?screen_name=temecula_news
https://twitter.com/intent/user?screen_name=Craft_Parade
https://twitter.com/intent/user?screen_name=SanDiegoWatch
https://twitter.com/intent/user?screen_name=Temecula_CAL
http://t.co/VKRCrnse
http://twitter.com/nctimes
https://twitter.com/Temecula_CAL/status/257953350899884032
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=257953350899884032
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=257953350899884032
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=257953350899884032
https://twitter.com/intent/user?screen_name=temecula_news
http://t.co/zgLHcNJI
https://twitter.com/temecula_news/status/257944844767473664
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=257944844767473664
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=257944844767473664
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=257944844767473664
https://twitter.com/intent/user?screen_name=Craft_Parade
http://t.co/yWgNClTl
http://t.co/QgQ1nTpL
https://twitter.com/Craft_Parade/status/257944324057206784
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=257944324057206784
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=257944324057206784
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=257944324057206784
https://twitter.com/intent/user?screen_name=SanDiegoWatch


10/15/12 2:34 PMDetails of alleged sexual assaults against former deputy described

Page 3 of 4http://www.nctimes.com/news/local/article_0bd5c5d5-8446-5d37-8e42-5dedd7fd1dfe.html

Recommendations

Restless Legs Syndrome Facts (Lifescript)

OCEANSIDE: Deputies arrest 15-year-old on
suspicion of sexual assault (North County Times)

ESCONDIDO: Target at Westfield North County
mall has grand opening (North County Times)

ESCONDIDO: Man killed in crash near high school
identified (North County Times)

Sponsored Links

Gray said he doesn't put every word into his report, saying that's why he records his interviews.

The detective testified Leseberg agreed to give the woman a ride home from the station. The

woman said she was concerned about that, but felt it would be OK because he was a police

officer, Gray said.

Once at the abandoned apartment where she was staying, Leseberg came inside and searched a

room, finding prescription pills that the woman said were hers, but didn't have her name on the

bottle, Gray said.

Leseberg told her possessing those pills was a felony, she told Gray. Leseberg then told her to

"come here" and lay down, which she did, Gray said.

She didn't want to, Gray said, but because she feared she would be arrested because of the pills,

felt "she had no choice."

Leseberg then pulled down her pants, touched her sexually and masturbated above her, she told

Gray. Some of his ejaculate fell onto a carpet she was laying on and Leseberg rubbed it into the

carpet with the toe of his boot, Gray said the woman told him.

Later, some friends cut up that part of the carpet and the woman was going to save it as evidence,

Gray said.

During his questioning of Gray, Cavallo asked whether the woman was keeping the carpet from

November 2004 "to use it as a get out of jail card" should she get into trouble. Gray said she never

told him that.

The carpet was lost and never found, Gray said.

Contact staff writer John Hall at (951) 676-4315, Ext. 2628, or jhall@californian.com.
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