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Prosecutor: DNA Connects Officer To
Sexual Bribery Case
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EL CAJON, Calif. -- An El Cajon police officer on trial
for allegedly soliciting sexual favors from female detainees
was connected to an incident by the discovery of a
woman's DNA on his baton, a prosecutor said Monday.

The woman reported to police that Officer William Robert
Taylor made her strip and masturbate in the back of his
patrol car in an empty parking lot on the night of Sept. 12,
2005, Deputy District Attorney Robert Kearney told jurors
in his opening statement.

Taylor, 27, watched her through the back window, then
handed her his baton and said "here, use this," Kearney told
the jurors.

The woman had been stopped for trying to
shoplift a sweater from a Target store. The
officer could have arrested her for burglary
or merely cited her for petty theft, so he
repeatedly asked what she was willing to do
to avoid jail, Kearney said.

The baton was confiscated after detectives
interviewed the officer about three months later. DNA found at the tip of the baton was compared with
a sample provided by the alleged victim "and they matched," the prosecutor said.

During the interview, a detective asked the officer if he knew anything about DNA. An expert who
examined the defendant's computer after his arrest found that he had entered a number of DNA-related
Internet search terms the next day, and again two days later, Kearney said.

Taylor also "sensually" massaged the chest of a braless drug suspect and stuck a finger in her vagina,
forced a homeless woman to disrobe and masturbate in the back of her van, made an 18-year-old theft
suspect strip naked in her apartment, and told a woman suspected of petty theft that she had "a nice
rack" and invited her to "look him up" sometime, the prosecutor said.

Responding the prosecution's statements, defense attorney Alec Rose told jurors "there's a lot more to
that story than you just heard."

The woman who was given the baton was "an opportunist" who was suing the city for money, but there
was no evidence that she was forced to do anything, Rose said.

"She did this of her own free will," the lawyer said.

Taylor, a three-year police veteran, received a commendation for one of the incidents outlined by the
prosecution, he said.

"People will tell you that (Taylor's) honest, tries to do the right thing," Rose said. "He's a good man."

The lawyer conceded that the officer should have reported the incident with the Target theft suspect,
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but accused detectives of deciding in advance to arrest his client because they didn't like him.

The detectives had her contact Taylor twice in the field when she was wearing a hidden microphone,
and once on a hotel telephone that was tapped, Rose said.

In one of the recorded conversations, after the woman described what she'd done, the officer responded
with a confused "what?" but the transcript lists the answer as "unintelligible," he said.

The "what?" was "the word of an innocent man," Rose said.

Taylor, who is married and has a daughter, is charged with seven counts of soliciting bribes, three
counts each of sexual battery and rape with a foreign object, and one count each of petty theft and
attempting to dissuade a witness.

The theft count involved a pair of knives taken from the Target shoplifting suspect. The prosecutor
showed jurors photographs of the knives at the defendant's house.

Rose said contraband is taken from suspects as a routine precaution, and sometimes officers forget to
turn them in before the end of their shifts.

He faces 19 years in prison if convicted.

Previous Stories:

February 20, 2007: Trial Under Way For Cop Accused Of Soliciting Sex Favors
October 20, 2006: Trial Date Set For Officer Accused Of Soliciting Sex Favors
September 18, 2006: Video Shows Officer Admitting To Soliciting Sexual Favors
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