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2007 Cop inmate rape extortion Manuel Avila

PATERSON – In a case that has cost taxpayers more than $1.7 million, the city today resumed
the disciplinary hearings against a police officer who has been suspended with pay for almost
eight years after being accused of forcing a female prisoner to perform oral sex on him.

Manuel Avila (left)

The officer, Manuel Avila, was acquitted of criminal
charges in the case in 2010, but the city ended up
paying $710,000 in 2011 to settle a lawsuit filed by the
victim.

For almost four years after that settlement, Avila has
remained on paid suspension – collecting an annual
salary that is now $105,000 - pending the outcome of
the disciplinary proceedings, which have moved at a
glacial pace. The delays stemmed from a variety of
factors, officials said, including medical issues

involving Avila’s lawyer and the city’s difficulties in finding his accuser woman so she could testify
in the hearings.

It’s not clear when the case will be resolved. Paterson’s law director Domenick Stampone
confirmed that the city is in the process of presenting its case against Avila in the hearings. After
that, the officer then will be allowed to present his defense against him. The hearings are not
public.

Avila, whose career as a Paterson police officer started in January 1988, is facing charges of
conduct unbecoming a public employee and neglect of duty under the state administrative code
as well as accusations that he violated departmental regulations, officials said.

Just days prior to the alleged June 2007 sex incident at city police headquarters, a psychiatrist
determined that Avila was not mentally fit to carry a gun, according to court records. In March
2007, he had ingested a large quantity of sleeping pills, which was evaluated as a possible
suicide attempt, the records show.

City law enforcement officials considered forcing him to retire, but decided to allow him to remain
on the payroll for extra six months so he could qualify for a full pension, according to the records.
While on paid leave, Avila not only surpassed the 20-year pension threshold but also reached the
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more lucrative milestone of 25 years of service. The extra service time could boost the size of his
annual pension by $20,000 and entitle him to lifetime health benefits, according to Paterson
Press calculations of the state pension formulas.

In addition to the $710,000 settlement, Paterson has spent almost $300,000 in legal fees on the
criminal, civil and disciplinary cases, according to public records and city officials.

Moroever, Avila has collected almost $800,000 in paychecks while on suspension since 2007.

The city’s finance department last year determined that Avila could cash in about $70,000 wort of
unused sick and vacant days when he retires.
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