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Matthew Linderman is taken into custody after
being sentenced Wednesday. Linderman was
given 20 years for soliciting sexual favors as a
deputy.  
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Ex-deputy sentenced to 20
years for soliciting sexual favors

Comments 48

April 07, 2011 9:54 AM

Tomoya Shimura

VICTORVILLE • An ex-Victorville
sheriff’s deputy was sentenced to
20 years in prison Wednesday
morning for soliciting bribes and
sexual favors in exchange for
reduced charges.

Victorville Superior Court Judge
Jules Fleuret sentenced Matthew
Linderman, 34, to the maximum
prison term under  the law.

Because Linderman is eligible for
half-time credits, he could get out
in 10 years if he’s not disciplined in
prison. He will have to register as
a sex offender when he gets
released.

His hands and ankles cuffed,
Linderman appeared in court
wearing a protective custody
jumpsuit with stubble on his face.

Before Fleuret pronounced his
judgment, a victim’s advocate read
two impact statement letters on
behalf of the victims. One of the
victims expressed her distrust
toward law enforcement officers in
addition to the stress and pain she
suffered from the crime.

“Every time I see a police officer, my heart (begins) to race. Do
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Probation report

they know who I am? Were they the defendant’s friends and are
they going to harass me?” she wrote. “Or the biggest question
is, ‘Have they seen my provocative photos?’ Or better yet, ‘Who
has seen my photos? Did the defendant put them on the
Internet? Is everybody that has access to the Internet forever
able to view them?’”

In March, a jury found Linderman guilty on 15 of 24 counts and
at least one count for 10 of the 11 alleged victims.

Between May 2005 and July 2007, Linderman arrested some of
the victims and asked them to show their breasts and took their
naked photos in his patrol car and office, the prosecution said.

Michael Schwartz, Linderman’s attorney, asked the judge
Wednesday for a mitigated sentence because the defendant
didn’t have a prior criminal record and was a good police officer
before the offense, providing service to the community.

“This is somebody who can, when he gets out of prison, still be
productive,” Schwartz said.

But Fleuret said Linderman took advantage of the vulnerable victims and inflicted emotional damage.

The judge added Linderman’s act undermines the foundation of American democracy, in which the government
operates under the law to protect its citizens.

The ex-deputy was found guilty of 10 felony counts of asking for bribes, one felony count of sexual battery by
restraint and one felony count of oral copulation under color of authority. He was also convicted of three
misdemeanor counts of soliciting another to engage in lewd conduct.

Linderman had worked for the San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department for nine years until he resigned
following the investigation of the case.

“Being a deputy was my whole life,” Matthew Linderman told his probation officer after the conviction. The
defendant broke down and cried during the interview, the probation officer’s report states.

“I’m ashamed and embarrassed of my behavior,” he said, according to the report.

Linderman got married to a sheriff’s jail employee, but their relationship began to suffer from differing work
schedules, he told the probation officer.

“I was hungry for attention,” Linderman said, according to the probation officer’s report.

The defendant said his relationship with his female co-workers became “inappropriate,” according to the report.
He flirted with coworkers and people would send him nude photos, the report states. It was the social culture of
his station, Linderman told the probation officer.

Linderman said he was worried his father may die before he’s released from prison. Ron Linderman, the father,
was present in court every day during the month-long trial.

“I’m not saying he’s innocent. He’s done something he shouldn’t have done. But they came on him too hard,”
Ron Linderman said after the sentencing as he broke down in tears. “He’s not an animal. He’s my kid.”

Get complete stories every day with the "exactly as printed" Daily Press E-edition, only $5 per month! Click here
to try it free for 7 days. To subscribe to the Daily Press in print or online, call (760) 241-7755, 1-800-553-2006
or click here.

Tomoya Shimura may be reached at (760) 955-5368 or tshimura@VVDailyPress.com.
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