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Fallen Officer Spared Prison Time On Misconduct Charges
By Stan Lehr (stan@wibc.com)

7/23/2009

Former IMPD officer Anthony Smith gets a four year suspended sentence after
admitting he had sex with a 19-year-old woman--who may have been intimidated
after he pulled her over for having a broken tail-light. 

Smith, who is 37 now, acknowledges he should have arrested the woman when he
discovered she was named in a warrant on a conversion charge. Instead, he drove
her away from the scene, had sex with her in his marked patrol car and drove her
back to her car where he released her.

Both sides stipulated to the fact that there was no physical force involved in the
incident last summer, but Judge Mark Stoner told Smith--and the defendant
conceded in his own testimony--that the lack of force did not excuse his actions.
Smith will serve one more year on home detention, getting credit for the year he has
served since his arrest. 

A woman who identified herself as the young woman's mother called the sentence
"a slap on the hand." The woman angrily told reporters and a court bailiff outside the
courtroom that her daughter was raped. That was the original charge but after
further investigation the prosecution agreed to a plea bargain on the lesser charges
of sexual misconduct and official misconduct. 

Smith and his attorney declined comment. Smith's mother, stepfather, pastor and
former co-workers testified on his behalf. All said he has shown remorse. 
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