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Corrections officer indicted on charges of rape,
sexual battery
Published: Friday, June 13, 2008, 7:36 PM     Updated: Friday, June 13, 2008, 9:29 PM

A 45-year-old former corrections officer at the Women's Northeast Pre-Release Center in Cleveland

was indicted Friday by a Cuyahoga County grand jury on charges of rape, sexual battery and gross

sexual imposition.

Johnny Fortson, of Cleveland Heights, is accused of sexually abusing six inmates, whose ages range

from 23 to 38, while he worked at the state prison on East 30th Street.

Between September 2006 and January 2007, Fortson fondled, groped, kissed, rubbed up against and

performed oral sex on the women, said Ryan Miday, spokesperson for the Cuyahoga County

prosecutor's office said.

The allegations were uncovered when an inmate alerted State Highway Patrol officers, Miday said.

During the investigation, the other five women came forward with their claims of abuse.

If convicted, Fortson faces a maximum of 78 years in prison. He is scheduled to be arraigned June

27.

This is the latest case in recent months in which charges of have been brought against corrections

officers.

Joaneen Graham was indicted April 16 on two counts of sexual battery. She is accused of performing

oral sex on a teen inmate at the Cuyahoga Hills Juvenile Correctional Facility.

On April 25, James West, former corrections officer with the Cuyahoga County Sheriff's office

pleaded guilty to attempted obstruction of justice and was given two years probation for passing a

threat from one inmate to another in the jail. 
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