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Dallas police officer sentenced to 30 months
Former police officer pleads guilty to one count of deprivation of civil rights

By Spero News  

Lance Kendall Bonner of Dallas, Texas, a former police officer with Dallas Area Rapid
Transit (DART), was sentenced today by U.S. Chief District Judge Sidney A. Fitzwater to
30 months in prison and ordered to pay a $10,000 fine for violating the civil rights of a
Dallas woman, announced U.S. Attorney Richard B. Roper of the Northern District of
Texas. 

Bonner pled guilty in April to one count of deprivation of civil rights under color of law.
Judge Fitzwater also sentenced Bonner to a six- month period of home confinement to
follow his 30- month sentence, which is a condition of his three-year term of supervised
release Bonner is to surrender to the Bureau of Prisons on August 26, 2008. 

Bonner admitted that during the early morning hours of Oct. 10, 2004, he saw a woman
at a Dallas convenience store, followed her, made a traffic stop of the car in which she
was riding, and arrested her. Bonner then drove the woman to the Dallas County jail but
did not take her inside. Instead, he drove her to an empty DART substation and told her
he would release her if she engaged in sexual acts with him. The woman complied and,
after they engaged in sexual acts, Bonner released her from custody. Bonner
acknowledged that he violated the woman's constitutional rights and caused her bodily
injury. 

At the sentencing hearing, the victim addressed the Court and stated that she agreed with
the plea agreement between Bonner and the government and that she forgave Bonner for
his crime.
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