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Tuesday, December 30, 2008

Officer Ronald Hendrickson Arrested for Several Sex
Crimes

A Newport News Police officer was
charged Monday with several sex-
related felonies in York County.

Ronald M. Hendrickson, 47, of
Yorktown, was arrested Monday
evening after turning himself in at the
York-Poquoson Sheriff's Office. He was
charged with felony abduction with
intent to defile, abduction, animate
object penetration, and misdemeanor

sexual battery, said York-Poquoson Sheriff's Lt. Penny Diggs, an
investigator on the case.

Diggs said the victim in the case is known to Hendrickson, and the
charges against him stem from an incident that was reported to the
sheriff's office about 3:30 a.m. Monday.

Hendrickson is being held in the Virginia Peninsula Regional Jail
without bond.

Newport News Police Department Spokesman Lou Thurston said
Hendrickson — a lieutenant who has been with the Newport News
Police Department for just under 23 years — has been placed on
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Quotes:

"Any time a law enforcement officer is
accused of tarnishing the badge, it is an
embarrassment to all the honest, hard-
working members of this profession who
work day in and day out to protect and
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administrative leave with pay while an internal investigation is
conducted.

At the time of his arrest, Hendrickson was assigned to the
department's South Precinct patrol division in a supervisory
position, Thurston said.

More Information:
http://www.wavy.com/dpp/news/local_news/local_wavy_nn_police
_officer_arrested_20081230
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serve with integrity."

"I'm sickened by this officer's betrayal of the
badge. We cannot let one single act by one
officer overshadow the brave work by men
and women who wear the uniform and put
themselves in harm's way everyday to
protect our families and our neighborhoods."

"We have to be held accountable for our
actions," said Police Chief John Ewing. "Just
because we wear a badge, it doesn't mean
we can break the law. We need to treat our
police officers like someone who was
walking down the street who may commit
the same crime."

"We take these allegations very seriously
and have placed Corporal Porras on
administrative leave until we can determine
what actions we must take. Our deputies
are charged with enforcing the law; they are
clearly not above it."
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