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Rick Calvert (left), Assistant
U.S. Attorney with the Dallas

Less than a month after his term as sheriff of Montague County ended, William E.
Keating has surrendered his peace officer’s license, and after pleading guilty
Thursday to a federal charge, must not keep any firearms and has to live by a list of
other restrictions as he waits to be sentenced.

His case centers around a sexual assault that took place Nov. 14 while Keating was
acting in his role as sheriff, according to court paperwork.

Dressed in a gray jacket, 62-year-old Keating appeared Thursday morning before
U.S. Magistrate Judge Robert K. Roach in Wichita Falls. Keating answered “Guilty,
your honor,” when Roach asked how he pleads to the count against him.

A sworn statement — called an information — from the U.S. Attorney’s office spells
out the offense, which is officially called deprivation of civil rights under color of law.

Before Keating entered his plea, Roach asked whether he committed all the essential
elements of the offense, which included acting willfully, with “a bad purpose or evil
motive,” and Keating said he had.

A factual resume outlined what happened Nov. 14:

Keating and deputies with the Montague County
Sheriff’s Office went to a home to execute an arrest
warrant, and they went into a bedroom where a woman
and her boyfriend were sleeping. Deputies arrested the
man on a warrant, and when the sheriff was alone with
the female behind a closed bedroom door, he told her
she would need to “assist” him to avoid going to jail.

Investigators had found articles used to make
methamphetamine in the home, and they also found a
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Division, answers questions
from the media as
Supervisory Special Agent
with the FBI Pete Stoneham
stands behind him after
former Montague County
Sheriff Bill  Keating entered a
guilty plea to a sexual assault
charge in federal court in
Wichita Falls, Texas,
Thursday, Jan. 29, 2009. (AP
Photo/Jason Palmer/Wichita
Falls Times Record News)

PHOTO BY JASON
PALMER/TIMES RECORD NEWS

(From left to right) Rick
Calvert, Assistant U.S.
Attorney with the Dallas
Division, Pete Stoneham,
Supervisory Special Agent
with the FBI, and Jack
McGaughey, District Attorney
for the 97th Judicial District,
which covers Montague,
Archer and Clay counties in
Texas, speak to the media
outside the Federal
Courthouse in Wichita Falls,
Texas, Thursday, Jan. 29,
2009 after Former Montague
County Sheriff Bill  Keating
entered a guilty plea to a
sexual assault charge in
federal court.

PHOTO BY TORIN HALSEY

Former Montague County
Sheriff Bill  Keating plead
guilty to a sexual assault
charge in federal court
Thursday morning.

container with what appeared to be traces of meth on it.
Her help would include oral sex, he told her. He had her
get in his private vehicle, and he drove her to a
secluded place in the county, where he unzipped his
pants, and told her to perform a sexual act. He grabbed
the back of her neck and pushed her head into his lap,
injuring her.

“It’s extremely troubling,” Assistant U.S. Attorney Rick
Calvert said of the case Thursday. He praised the
investigators who worked on this. “This case should
certainly serve as a wake-up call to all individuals who
hold public trust.” It shows there are consequences and
checks and balances, he said.

“As a prosecutor, I work with law enforcement every
day,” he said, noting that something like this is
disheartening. “You want to feel like you’re on a team.”

Pete Stoneham, supervisory special agent with the FBI,
said work by the District Attorney’s Office in Montague
County, the FBI, the Texas Rangers and others went
into bringing about good results.

“This is probably one of the worst examples of public
trust betrayed by a public official,” said Jack
McGaughey, district attorney for the 97th Judicial
District, which covers Montague, Clay and Archer
counties.

He said the investigation has also drawn in help from the
Secret Service, the Bowie Police Department and Wise
County, and said the community can see another side
— that a lot of law enforcement agents worked hard to
ensure laws were followed and someone was brought to
justice.

Keating began his term as sheriff of Montague County in
2005, and lost his bid for re-election in a runoff in April.

Paul Cunningham won the Republican primary runoff,
and went on to win the sheriff’s office during the Nov. 4
election. Cunningham took office at midnight Jan. 1, and
his first day as sheriff, he closed the Montague County
Jail, sending inmates to Wise County until problems he
found at the jail are fixed.

More investigation is focused on the jail.
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Former Montague County
Sheriff Bill  Keating (center)
enters an SUV after exiting
the Federal Courthouse in
Wichita Falls, Texas, through
a basement door Thursday,
Jan. 29, 2009 after he
entered a guilty plea to a
federal sexual assault charge
while in office. He'll be
sentenced in May and faces
up to 10 years in prison. (AP
Photo/Jason Palmer/Wichita
Falls Times Record News)

More investigation is focused on the jail.

Former jail staff members, former inmates and Keating
himself are at the heart of the investigation, McGaughey
said. He expects state charges, likely a mix of felony and
misdemeanor offenses, to be presented to a grand jury
in mid-February.

While he said he can’t go into detail on those cases at
this time, he wants to see the rest of the information
emerge, allowing the public to see the full picture, he
said following Keating’s hearing.

Keating kept his head down and eyes straight ahead as
he walked to the elevator to leave the courthouse. He
was allowed to leave instead of being taken into custody
as a presentence report is prepared leading up to his

sentencing hearing in U.S. district court in May.

During Thursday’s proceeding, Roach, looking at the pretrial report, noted Keating’s
marriage that has spanned more than 42 years, his family in the area and property
that lies within the Northern District of Texas, his awareness of the law as a former
law enforcement officer and a lack of previous charges. He said he did not deem him
a flight risk, and said he also did not feel Keating would commit further offenses.

Keating must report to the U.S. probation office, and stay within the court district’s
coverage area unless he has prior consent to leave. Conditions of his release also
include not having a passport, or firearms or other dangerous weapons.

Keating could face a sentence of up to 10 years in prison and a $250,000 fine;
punishment is up to the court.

Reporter Jessica Langdon can be reached at (940) 763-7530 or by e-mail at
langdonj(at)TimesRecordNews.com.

© 2009 Times Record News. All rights reserved. This material may not be published,
broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 
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January 30, 2009
10:47 p.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

bookemdano writes:

He better go to prison! If anyone else were to force a woman to do a sexual act
they would go to prison. I hope he doesn't get a light sentence because he was
a cop. It will be a great injustice if he doesn't do some time.

January 31, 2009
8:44 a.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

oldnews writes:

So he gets fined $250,000 & lets say he pays it. Who should get it? Daddy
always said lifes not always fair!

January 31, 2009
2:43 p.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

MarkInTexas writes:

bookem,

I think most all of the folks who sign up for and work every day in law
enforcement do so with all the right reasons. One man's quilty plea does not
change that. We are dealing with human beings after all, and many times we
find ourselves in company with those who appear to do, or frankly admit a
wrong to our "public."

If you are in fact part of law enforcement, or even a wanna-be, this situation
does not cast doubt upon law enforcement in general.

Most of the cops I know are good ole boys, red-blooded Americans who take on
one hell of a tough job for higher interests than their own.

Some may take this particular deal as an argument against 'the cops,' but I do
not. Far from it, but in my view there will be occasions when certain types of
human behavior will come to the foreground.

From my history of speaking about some "crime" deal on our TRN, you'll gather I
am almost ALWAYS absent, and IF I say something it is to argue that one is to
be deemed innocent until  proven guilty in a court of law.

In my view no individual is to be deemed guilty, no matter the accusation, in the
'court of public opinion.' The facts of the case during trial of fact may show them
to be guilty, however, until  such tribunal, under our system of law is decided,
then I opt out.

It is said a "jury is the dumbest animal on the planet," and all too often that is
true in some sense, but what MUST be remembered is any "jury" if given
instructions from the bench as to what, or what they may not considered as
evidence in any consideration of 'fact.'

Most jurors would rather be somewhere else, doing danged near anything else.
They, as individuals would rather not be called upon to determine the fate of
any accused.

While you have taken a go at me on many occasions regarding my particular
conclusions about the 'unseen,' then perhaps you and I may have some
agreement about this topic of legal, and civil concern.

ah well...
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