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Former cop gets 60 days: Sanchez, 25-year Lorain veteran,
found guilty of stalking
Tuesday, April 7, 2009

By JEFF GREEN
jgreen@MorningJournal.com

ELYRIA — Former Lorain police officer Jesus Sanchez will begin serving 60 days in the county jail next Monday — the day after
his 54th birthday — for harassing a Lorain woman during a 19-month period between 2001 and 2002.

Sanchez, a 25-year veteran of the police department, was sentenced yesterday by Lorain County Common Pleas Judge Edward
Zaleski, who found Sanchez guilty of one felony count of menacing by stalking last December. The judge also ordered Sanchez,
who resigned from the police department on Dec. 15, to be placed on probation for two years.

The victim in the case called for Zaleski to impose a harsh prison sentence. He could have received up to 18 months.

"I'm very disappointed," the woman said after the sentencing. "I wrote in my calendar that 'Justice Day' was today. I feel that
justice wasn't served."

County Prosecutor Dennis Will also said Sanchez should have received a longer term.

"We thought the incarceration should be longer, but that's a call that's left up to the judge," he said.

The 33-year-old woman testified during Sanchez's trial he would frequently pull her over when he was driving his police cruiser,
stop by her house while in uniform and call her without invitation. She also said he forcibly kissed her, touched her and on one
occasion attempted to put his hand down her pants.

The woman said yesterday she was upset Sanchez did not apologize in court. She said his actions have ruined her life by
making her terrified to leave her home. She added she is on medications for depression, is afraid to leave her home and has
sleeping problems.

"You laugh, point and tease as if you were being tried for stealing a candy bar," the woman told Sanchez. "Try to realize you
have stolen time that can never be replaced. ... For nearly a decade, I've been living in a prison in my home, my heart and in my
mind."

Sanchez, who had almost a dozen supporters in the courtroom, said that he did not mean to cause the woman harm.

"I regret my bad decisions in my relationship with (her)," he said. "But it was no meaning for me to cause any physical or mental
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distress whatsoever ... To me it became a misunderstanding blown out of proportions that led to the outcome that I'm here
today."

His attorney, Terry Gilbert, insisted the conduct between the two was innocent and consensual. He also said the prosecution
resulted from Sanchez filing an affidavit in the victim's lawsuit against the city, in which he agreed to testify about six other
officers' sexual misconduct. An investigation into those officers found that there was no basis to his statements, Will said.

Gilbert said the woman, who heavily sobbed throughout the sentencing and said she was sick to her stomach, was merely acting
and she is just out to get money from her lawsuit, which is pending in federal court.

"I have my doubts about her sincerity, frankly," Gilbert said. "She never sought a protection order for a year and a half, never
complained to anybody for a year and a half. ... This business about him ruining her life is ridiculous. I'm sorry, but that's why I
feel. It was quite a performance."

Gilbert, who called the prosecution "heavy-handed and unnecessary," said Sanchez's attorneys are still deciding whether or not
to appeal his conviction.

"I think it could have been a lot worse than it was," Gilbert said of Sanchez's sentence. "To that extent, we were relieved he didn't
get any prison time. We felt no jail time would have been appropriate, but the judge felt it was."

Assistant County Prosecutor Pete Gauthier asked Zaleski to send Sanchez to prison, acknowledging it is a difficult thing to do to
a police officer.

"He knew what he was doing was wrong, and he used his badge and his gun along with him to help him get away with it as long
as he did," Gauthier said. "She was a virtual prisoner in her own home because of his actions. I would ask the court to show Mr.
Sanchez what it's like to be a real prisoner and send him to prison."

After the sentencing, Sanchez's attorneys asked if he was all right, to which he responded, "I'm fine." Gilbert said he will be OK
in jail.

"He can handle it," Gilbert said. "He's a solid, strong guy."
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