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Deputy on duty when accused of rape
June 5th, 2009 by Ana X. Ceron

Luis Gutierrez-Florez

By ANA X. CERON
Palm Beach Post Staff Writer

STUART — A Martin County Sheriff’s deputy was arrested Friday on a charge of sexual battery after a woman accused him of making
advances at her during a call.

Sheriff’s officials first learned about the allegation April 22, when the woman’s husband called to report that Deputy Luis Gutierrez-Florez
raped his wife when he responded to a dispute involving the Palm City woman a week earlier.

Gutierrez-Florez, 37, denies the charges. He is being held at the St. Lucie County jail without bond after authorities arrested him at his Palm
Beach County home.

“It’s embarrassing to the agency, it’s embarrassing to the profession,” Sheriff Robert Crowder said .

The woman told investigators she called the sheriff’s office April 16 to report her husband had stolen money from her purse.

When Gutierrez-Florez showed up, he asked to come inside her trailer where he proceeded to kiss and fondle her and force himself upon
her, the woman said. She told him to stop several times before he left, she told investigators.

The woman said he had hit on her before. In 2007 he showed up at her home when deputies were called regarding a domestic dispute. Back
then, Gutierrez-Florez suggested she cheat on her husband with him, the woman said.

While looking into the allegation, investigators learned other women had also complained about the road patrol deputy.

In December 2007, a Stuart woman filed a report saying Gutierrez-Florez had complimented her for being good-looking as she was driven
to jail in handcuffs, and told her he had had threesomes before.
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An internal investigation concluded the allegation was unfounded, citing no witnesses or evidence.

The following January , deputies learned of another allegation against Gutierrez-Florez: A woman claimed she first encountered the deputy
a month earlier when he responded to a dispute she was having with her boyfriend. A week later, the deputy showed up at her house,
unzipped his pants and wanted her to touch his crotch, the woman said.

The woman said she didn’t want Gutierrez-Florez coming around her house, but declined to fill out a complaint, deputies said, and no
investigation took place.

Now Crowder says his office is investigating whether Gutierrez-Florez may have victimized other women. Gutierrez-Florez has been with
the sheriff’s office since June 2004. He has been placed on administrative leave without pay, and Crowder said he is likely to be terminated
next week.
~ana_ceron@pbpost.com
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1. Scumbag Says: 
June 5th, 2009 at 3:55 pm

And people wonder why nobody trusts cops…….

2. Whateverrrrrrr Says: 
June 5th, 2009 at 8:52 pm

Luis is a very nice man, unbelievably devoted to his kids and family in general. One must remember in America, you are innocent
until proven guilty….. unless your a scumbag (Which Luis is not)…….. people don’t trust cops because they’re dumb enough to
believe that “Thos stupid cops is oppressin’ me by taking me to jail only cuz I wuz tryin to borry some sugar from that house I just
brokeded into” I am innosent Fo Sho yo…..whatever scumbag…. when in reality the cop is just doing his job putting a burglar in jail
as he/she is supposed to do……..rather aggravating…..

3. JimC Says: 
June 5th, 2009 at 9:07 pm

I worked in the Florida prison system for 12 years. Cops are dumb and think they’re above the law. I had an opportunity to observe
city cops and Sheriffs Deputies in Indian River, Okeechobee, Martin and Palm Beach counties.
So my opinion is not based on one or two misfits. They join the force because they need a job that gives them control. The Police
Chiefs and Sheriffs do a poor job of weeding out the losers- but if they did there wouldn’t be enough cops to cover the counties-
guess that’s being caught between a rock and a hard place but I’d rather be short cops than have many of the ones currently
employed.

4. Justice Says: 
June 5th, 2009 at 9:07 pm

That comment about criminals having that kind of “grammar”, was not the best support. I believe if you know Luis there is
something clearly wrong with both of you. I can already picture the conversations between friends.

The report points out that this is not the first report of him being out of line while doing his “JOB”. There has been other women, I
bet his butt will soon be harrased,lol, as he did these women!! Justice.

5. mb Says: 
June 5th, 2009 at 9:30 pm

TO the idiots who bash the police…..If it wasnt for 99.99 percent of the good cops out there protecting you jackasses, you may not
even be on this earth to leave such stupid assuming posts. If, and ONLY if this deputy did what is alleged, then I would expect him to
be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law. Every profession has their bad apples, and yes, I realize that cops are held to a higher


