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You above all others should know better.

What Happened To Protect and
Serve?

Tuesday, June 23, 2009

Border Patrol Officer Luis Hermosillo Charged with Sexually Assaulting Woman

A Border Patrol officer accused of sexually assaulting a Mexican
woman traveling on a tourist visa to Cathedral City with her two
children followed her from a Salton Sea-area checkpoint, then
pulled her over and demanded she drive to a secluded area, court
records show.

Luis Edward Hermosillo, 41, faces three sexual assault charges
stemming from the alleged assault June 13.

Hermosillo, who works out of the Border Patrol Office in Indio,
appeared in court Monday for his arraignment, which was delayed
until July 7.

His attorney, Robert W. Krause, asked Riverside County Superior Court Judge Jorge Hernandez
for the delay because he needed more time to review the case.

``It's a very important case and we just want to make sure everyone is prepared,'' Krause said
outside of court.

Hernandez granted the delay and kept the defendant's bail at $1 million.

Hermosillo is accused of following the 24-year-old victim from a checkpoint in the Salton Sea
area before pulling her over on the Highway 86 Expressway near Mecca, according to a
declaration in support of an arrest warrant.

Hermosillo asked the woman to pull off the highway onto a secluded area on Avenue 72 so he
could inspect a briefcase inside her vehicle that he claimed he forgot to examine at the
checkpoint.

The woman, who was driving with her two 5-year-old and 2-year-old children, recognized the
officer from the Salton Sea checkpoint and complied with his request.

Once off the highway, Hermosillo, who had a dog with him in a white F-150 pickup truck, pulled
up next to her vehicle and asked her to drive to the end of the road, according to sheriff's
Investigator Bradley Farwell, who prepared the declaration.

The victim complied and got out of her vehicle to open her trunk, the investigator wrote. The
officer asked her if he could search her person, but she declined.
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Quotes:

"Any time a law enforcement officer is
accused of tarnishing the badge, it is an
embarrassment to all the honest, hard-
working members of this profession who
work day in and day out to protect and
serve with integrity."

"I'm sickened by this officer's betrayal of the
badge. We cannot let one single act by one
officer overshadow the brave work by men
and women who wear the uniform and put
themselves in harm's way everyday to
protect our families and our
neighborhoods."

"We have to be held accountable for our
actions," said Police Chief John Ewing. "Just
because we wear a badge, it doesn't mean
we can break the law. We need to treat our
police officers like someone who was
walking down the street who may commit
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``The Border Patrol Officer had the victim turn around and place her hands on the edge of the
trunk of her vehicle,'' Farwell wrote. ``(Hermosillo) then used his hands to squeeze the victim's
breasts and feel around her upper torso.''
________________________
More of the story:
http://www.mydesert.com/article/20090623/NEWS0801/90623006/0/opinion03/Border-Patrol-
officer-faces-3-charges-of-sexual-assault
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the same crime."

"We take these allegations very seriously
and have placed Corporal Porras on
administrative leave until we can determine
what actions we must take. Our deputies
are charged with enforcing the law; they
are clearly not above it."
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