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Police chief: 'Morale low' after officer charged in
rape
April 09, 2010 | By DENISSE SALAZAR and GREG HARDESTY

As part of an internal investigation, Waller said the department is also looking into allegations that Orban had an extramarital affair with a
department dispatcher. Waller said the department learned about the possible affair from Ontario police.

Orban and Jelinek are being held at the West Valley Detention Center in Rancho Cucamonga in lieu of $2 million bail.

Waller said that the department hired a consulting firm to conduct intensive training on policing ethics after a Westminster sergeant was terminated
in September 2009 for using a state database to look up names and license plates for his personal use.

Last month, the former sergeant, William Arganda, pleaded guilty to misdemeanor unlawful disclosure of DMV records and domestic violence.

Waller said the rape accusation against Orban has left officers feeling betrayed by one of their own and concerned about the victim. "If the
allegations are true, no woman should ever be subjected to such brutality," he said.

Crimes of random violence by police officers are unusual, an expert said.

"It's statistically bizarre to have an officer assault a woman in broad daylight and rape her like this case alleges," said Ronald Huff, a criminologist
at UC Irvine. "This is really rare."

Huff said that if you hear about a cop sexually assaulting a woman, it's usually involves a prostitute or a traffic stop in a remote location.

"The crime is a random act of violence that could have happened to anyone, which is scary enough, but the fact it was committed by an off-duty
officer, whose job it is to protect the public from crimes, makes this case especially horrific," said San Bernardino County Deputy District Attorney
Deborah Ploghaus, who is prosecuting the case.

Both Orban and Jelinek had been drinking throughout the day, Ploghaus said. Results of intoxication tests still are pending.

"You can't take one instance and say all cops are like that," said Jim Amormino, spokesman for the Orange County Sheriff's Department. "Every
walk of life has a bad apple. Every profession has a bad apple and unfortunately there in no foolproof system to weed out the bad ones."

"If the allegations are true, they are totally disgusting," Amormino said. "Anyone who tarnished the badge ... should be punished even more."

In an interview, Orban's attorney, James E. Blatt, hinted that a possible defense he will build for his client is that the alleged crime was an
"aberration," but he declined to elaborate.
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