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Co-defendant in kidnap, rape case pleads
guilty
By GREG HARDESTY
THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER
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Jeff Jelinek sits in a Rancho Cucamonga courtroom
during a bail hearing on April 13, 2010. Jelinek will take
the stand against his longtime friend, Anthony Nicholas
Orban, at a trial expected to start next month.
JOSHUA SUDOCK, THE ORANGE COUNTY
REGISTER
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RANCHO CUCAMONGA – A former correctional officer charged in the kidnapping and rape of a young mother
in Fontana last year has pleaded guilty and will testify against his co-defendant, an ex-Westminster police
detective who faces life in prison for allegedly carrying out the brutal attack.

Jeff Thomas Jelinek, 31, who as an alleged accessory was facing a possible life sentence, instead will serve 5
years 4 months in state prison in exchange for taking the stand against his longtime friend, Anthony Nicholas
Orban, 31, at a trial expected to start next month.

The plea agreement was reached Wednesday in
San Bernardino County Superior Court.

Jelinek, originally charged with rape, kidnapping
and other felonies stemming from the April 3,
2010 attack, pleaded no contest to assault with a
deadly weapon, accessory after the fact, and
false imprisonment, according to court records.
The other charges were dropped.

San Bernardino County Deputy District Attorney
Deborah Ploghaus would not comment on the
details of Jelinek's planned testimony.

Jelinek is scheduled to be sentenced May 4, but
that date will be carried over until Jelinek
completes his testimony, Ploghaus said.

A firm date for the trial to start before Judge
Stephen G. Saleson in Rancho Cucamonga has
yet to be set.

Michael Muñoz, an attorney representing Jelinek,
of Ontario, could not immediately be reached for
comment Thursday.

Jelinek and Orban, a Marine before he became a
police officer, have been held on $2 million bail
since being accused of spending the day drinking
and stalking women in the Rancho Cucamonga
area before happening upon their victim and
raping her after she left her waitressing job at the
Ontario Mills Mall.

Both Orban and Jelinek, who at the time was a
prison guard at the California Institution for Men,
were off duty but carrying their service weapons
when the kidnapping and attack occurred,
according to Ontario police and prosecutors.

Orban is accused of forcing himself into the
25-year-old woman's car at gunpoint while Jelinek
stood by, and then ordering her to drive to a
parking lot in a Fontana business park, leaving
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Jelinek behind.

Orban then allegedly spent two hours raping her,
beating her, choking her and threatening to kill
her with his service weapon – at one time placing
his gun in the car seat used by her child,
according to an Ontario Police Department report
and testimony at a preliminary hearing.

Jelinek tried to cover up for Orban after both were arrested later that night by erasing some text messages
Orban had sent during the attack to Jelinek's cell phone, according to prosecutors.

During the rape, prosecutors allege, Orban took pictures and sent the images on his cell phone to Jelinek. One
message accompanying an image said, "Look what I'm doing," according to the police report.

The attack ended when Orban, after letting the woman get dressed, got distracted by cell phone calls, the
victim told police in an interview.

She bolted from the unlocked back door of her SUV and fled to a nearby liquor store, where she told the clerk
to call police.

Orban grabbed the woman's keys and called Jelinek to pick him up at a nearby gas station, according to the
police report. But Orban left behind his service weapon and sunglasses in the woman's car, the report says.

Orban's name was written on the barrel of the gun, and a bullet that dislodged from the chamber also was
found in the woman's car, according to the report.

The woman's keys were found in Jelinek's possession, according to the police report.

Orban and Jelinek were arrested later that night after Orban's wife called police to report his gun was missing
and police were interviewing Orban and Jelinek at Ontario Mills Mall.

During the interview, the victim was brought to the scene in a police car and she identified the two as her
assailants.

James E. Blatt, Orban's attorney, was not immediately available for comment Thursday.

Blatt is expected to mount a "mental defense," citing medications Orban was taking, as well as lingering signs
of post-traumatic stress disorder from his time as a Marine, as possible explanations for what Blatt has
characterized as aberrant behavior.

Before his arrest, Orban had no criminal record.

In his interview with Ontario police, Orban said he had taken two medications the morning of the attack, Zoloft
and Neurontin, before drinking beer and margaritas with his old high-school friend, Jelinek.

Contact the writer: 714-704-3764 or ghardesty@ocregister.com
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I take Zoloft and it SPECIFICALLY says on the prescription label
NOT to use alcohol while taking this medicine and unless he can't
READ either, I'm SURE he KNEW you DON'T mix alcohol with
prescription drugs and his attorney is an IDIOT to try and plead a
"mental defense" to get his "off the hook" for what he did. The
attorney should be put in the jail with his client for even THINKING
about trying to get his client "off the hook". With all the evidence
they have against this guy, they should just lock him up and throw
away the key and save the County's money to use on someone
one else that pleads NOT guilty for a crime that they DID do.
INCREDIBLE!!!
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12:57 PM on April 8, 2011

I'm glad to see one of these jerks decided to "Man Up" and take his
punishment. With his testimony against his "best friend" should
"seal the coffin" on the life sentence give to the cop and he'll rot in
jail as he should!
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9:04 AM on April 8, 2011

Just based on this article:
What did Jelinek think Orban was going to do, take the abducted
victim at gunpoint to go have an enjoyable day at Disneyland? So
no need for Jelinek to call 911?

"Orban is accused of forcing himself into the 25-year-old woman's
car at gunpoint while Jelinek stood by, and then ordering her to
drive to a parking lot in a Fontana business park, leaving Jelinek
behind."
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8:35 AM on April 8, 2011

Told you so. I read the police report not two weeks after this
horrible act occurred. Jelinek states to Orban, something to the
effect of, "What are you doing?" thereby eradicating any element of
knowledge on Jelinek's part that a rape was to take place. Did he
assist after the fact? Of course he did and will pay for that.

2 replies
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8:32 AM on April 8, 2011

I called this from day one. I knew fat boy was going to go,
"Hummm, life or 5 or 10 years, let's see, what should I do?" I'm
sure his attorney told him, "Don't be a chump, do you want to do
life with your friend. Your friend is going regardless, do the smart
thing here." I knew he'd cave, after doing everything but the actual
sexual assault. You know he was the follower in this friendship,
Orban was the shot-caller.
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I’m so grateful to the courageous victim who reported these horrific
crimes to police. I’m sure her brave actions will help other sex
crime victims to come forward.

It’s horrific knowing that Jelinek will be free to roam again in a few
years. Who knows what will happen with Orban. I find it hard to
believe that there are not other alleged sex crime victims of Orban
and Jelinek.

So now more than ever, if there are other victims of Orban and
Jelinek, witnesses or people with information, I hope they will come
forward, get help, contact the police and protect others. The public
is safer when predators are kept behind bars where they can’t
harm anyone else.
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Yea, Right?? Post-traumatic from the war? CRAP!! is this just
another under the color of Authority, but get caught doing it and all
that evidence, COPS DIRTY?? NOOooooo, get this creeps off the
street both, and that CDC cop, what adeal, Mr. District Attorney,
slap on the face of the people who you are to be representing,
another name added to future politics, hope your not planning on
running in future campaigns, it will only follow you, oh yea, COPS
HELPING COPS????
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8:01 PM on April 7, 2011

You want to punish this Pigmister? Make him eat diet food for the
duration of his sentence. This dude is a weak and a follower. He
looked up to his partner. Loser meets a Loser..
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How did these 2 ever become sworn peace officers? I think the
system that allowed them to become officers needs to be looked
at. Sad human beings.
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