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RANCHO CUCAMONGA - Jeff Jelinek said he did not know his high school friend Anthony Orban was
going to pull a gun on a waitress two years ago in the Ontario Mills parking lot.

Jelinek, a co-defendant in a kidnapping and rape trial revolving around Orban, took the witness stand
Tuesday inside a West Valley Superior courtroom.

The former corrections officer, with handcuffs on his wrists and ankles, said he knew at the time Orban
was committing a crime, but admitted he never called the police.

"He was my friend, and I didn't want to see him get in trouble," Jelinek said.

"That was a bad decision," he added.

Orban is accused of kidnapping the woman at gunpoint on April 3, 2010, and making her drive to a
Fontana shopping center where he then beat and raped her for an hour.

Before the incident, Jelinek testified that he and Orban had been restaurant-hopping and drinking.

They were together when Orban allegedly initiated the attack.

Defense attorney James Blatt, who spent the majority of the day questioning Jelinek, asked why he didn't
physically stop Orban.

"I was scared. I wouldn't know what to do I'm not trained in crisis takedown," Jelinek said. "I made a bad
mistake."

He added that if he had to do it again, he would have done it differently.

After Orban and the woman left, Jelinek testified that he walked around the Ontario Mills mall looking for
his vehicle. When he couldn't find it, he walked about two miles back to his apartment.

Jelinek testified that he called Orban when he got home. Then later, he received text messages of pictures
from the assault involving the victim.

During his time on the stand, Jelinek was peppered with questions by the defense about the timeline of the
day and specific details of the incident.

Blatt brought up several times that Jelinek had lied to the police during and after the incident, questioning
the witness's credibility.

The co-defendant continued to say that he was scared and did not know what to do.
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Jelinek - who previously pleaded guilty to false imprisonment, accessory after the fact, and assault with a
weapon - testified as part of a plea bargain he made with prosecutors.

"If I cooperate with the DA and testify truthfully then I will get my sentence of five years, four months," he
said during his testimony.

Jelinek is expected to resume his testimony today.

Contact Lori via email or by phone at 909-483-9378.


