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Police chief: 'Morale low' after officer charged in
rape
April 09, 2010 | By DENISSE SALAZAR and GREG HARDESTY

WESTMINSTER – The details of the crime are shocking enough.

A 25-year-old woman, in what authorities are calling a random attack, is kidnapped in daylight after walking
to her car and being confronted by two men – one pointing a loaded gun at her.

The woman is ordered to drive to a nearby industrial park with one of the men, who then savagely rapes and
beats her at gunpoint, threatening to kill her if she doesn't comply, according to police and prosecutors.

Consider that two off-duty law enforcement officers – including a Westminster detective – are accused as
the culprits, and the crime becomes even more difficult to comprehend.

Westminster police continue to reel from the arrest of one of their own following Saturday's attack in
Fontana, recoiling at the thought that a man sworn to protect the public could carry out such a crime.

"It caught us all by surprise," said Westminster Police Chief Mitch Waller. "The morale right now is low. We take our position of trust very seriously
and our officers are concerned of how the community will view this department."

Waller, who became police chief in January and has been with the department for 26 years, said he has never had to deal with an issue of this
magnitude.

"At this point they are allegations, but from what I know, the evidence against our officer is mounting," Waller said.

Anthony Nicholas Orban, 30, a five-year officer with the Westminster police, and Jeff Thomas Jelinek, 30, a state prison guard at the Chino
Institute for Men, face life in prison if convicted of the crime that unfolded in the parking lot of the Ontario Mills Mall on Saturday afternoon.

The two close friends, who have known each other since high school, have pleaded not guilty to an 11-count criminal complaint that accuses
Jelinek of being the lookout for Orban, who police say carried out the sexual assault.

The two men were arrested after Ontario police traced a gun found in the woman's car to Orban.

Waller said Orban, who has been placed on paid administrative leave, had always been a good officer with an exemplary record who was recently
promoted to detective.

"Since we found out about this, we have been compelled to go back to his employment record, background record and polygraph test results,"
Waller said. "We are checking to see if there were any red flags we missed, and we haven't seen any,"
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