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June 24, 2011

A Redding law firm representing a Millville woman who claims she was raped by an Anderson police officer last year while he was taking her to jail has
filed a $10 million federal lawsuit against the city of Anderson and its police department.

The 11-page lawsuit, filed this week in U.S. Eastern District Court in Sacramento by Barr & Mudford, also specifically names APD Chief Dale Webb and
former officer Matthew Goodwin as defendants. It is demanding a jury trial.

But it does not name as a defendant former Officer Bryan Benson, 26, who is accused of sexually assaulting the woman.

That’s because he’s been fired from the police department and is bankrupt, the lawsuit said.

Still, his name is prevalent throughout the civil action.

Benson, then 25, was arrested last year on suspicion of sexually assaulting the now 25-year-old woman, who is not being identified by the Record
Searchlight because she’s an alleged sexual assault victim.

She had been arrested by Goodwin on a traffic violation on May 29, 2010, and was transferred to Benson for transport to the jail in an unmarked squad car,
the lawsuit says.

During the transport, the lawsuit alleges, Benson “deviated significantly” from a route to jail and stopped the unmarked car in a remote location where he
attempted to talk her into performing certain sex acts on him.

“This deviation amounted to a kidnapping,” the lawsuit said.

When the woman refused to perform the sex acts, the lawsuit said, Benson restarted the car and drove “to a concealed location, and resorted to force in
order to sexually assault and rape” her.

“He got her out of the car and just did it,” Redding attorney Dugan Barr said in a telephone conversation Thursday.

http://www.crookedsapd.com/category/brutalitycivil-rights/
http://www.crookedsapd.com/category/sexual-assault/
http://www.crookedsapd.com/2011/06/millville-officer-bryan-branson-accused-of-sexual-assault/#commentspost


8/20/11 3:24 PMMillville officer Bryan Branson accused of sexual assault

Page 2 of 4http://www.crookedsapd.com/2011/06/millville-officer-bryan-branson-accused-of-sexual-assault/

Even if the woman had consented to the sex, that would still be against the law.

“It’s absolutely clear that someone in custody of law enforcement cannot give consent to a sexual act,” Barr said.

Benson is criminally charged with seven felonies, including kidnapping to commit rape, forcible rape, rape by threat of authority to arrest or deport,
kidnapping, sexual battery by restraint, bribery and assault by public officer.

He was fired from the police department in August and has pleaded not guilty to all charges.

He is scheduled to begin standing trial on July 19, but a defense motion seeking to dismiss the case is scheduled to be heard on Monday, according to
electronic court records.

Anderson City Manager Dana Shigley said Thursday that she has seen the federal lawsuit, which she had expected to be filed, but could not respond in
detail to it. The young woman had filed a claim — precursor to a lawsuit — which the city council rejected in December.

“Obviously we are disappointed” the suit was filed, Shigley said, adding she does not believe the city is liable.

Still, she said, “we knew it would be coming,” and the city has retained special legal counsel from Sacramento.

Webb is on medical leave. Interim Police Chief Shawn Watts, who took over the post on May 1, said Thursday he was unaware of the lawsuit.

But, he acknowledged, he would be unable to comment on its allegations even if he had read it.

Goodwin admitted to police investigators that Benson told him that he had sex with the woman, but he did not report it to his supervisors until four days
after the incident.

He was fired in October, but the district attorney’s office declined to file criminal charges against him.

The federal lawsuit alleges APD officers have a “deplorable lack of training” when it comes to the safety of people in their control.

The suit claims that after Benson drove away with the Millville woman, Goodwin drove the woman’s minor sister to a private residence that was not her
home and left her there with two young men.

“He did not contact, or attempt to contact, the minor’s parents to advise them of the minor’s situation,” the lawsuit said.
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