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An Allegheny County Jail guard was suspended after he was arrested Thursday
on charges of sexually assaulting a female inmate, Warden Ramon Rustin said.

Charles L. Walker, 39, of Penn Hills was arraigned in Night Court on charges of
institutional sexual assault and related crimes for an incident that occurred Dec.
27 at the Downtown lockup.

Walker acknowledged a sexual encounter with the woman but denied some of
her charges. He insists that she initiated the sex, according to the criminal
complaint filed by Allegheny County police.

Rustin, who said further disciplinary action will be discussed today, said he
learned of the investigation yesterday morning when he was contacted by
county police.

Charles Manderino, president of the Allegheny County Prison Employees
Independent Union, could not be reached for comment.

According to the complaint:

The woman, who was not identified, said she never met Walker before Dec. 27,
when he was filling in for another officer on her jail pod.

She told detectives that Walker made several comments about having her "all
to himself," before grabbing her several times throughout the evening. She said
she resisted his advances before he forced himself on her.

"We have been asked to make sure that our correction officers are abiding by
our mission," Rustin said. "It's an ongoing investigation, so we're just waiting to
find out what happened."

Court documents don't say how county police learned of the woman's
complaints.

Rustin said this is the first time a guard at the jail has been charged with
sexually assaulting an inmate since he became warden in October 2004.

Earlier in 2004, a county grand jury investigation resulted in 13 male guards
being charged with institutional sexual assault. Most were convicted or pleaded
guilty to various charges, and some were acquitted. All were fired.

Walker was jailed in lieu of $100,000 straight, unsecured bond and ordered to
undergo a psychiatric evaluation before a preliminary hearing scheduled for
Wednesday.
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