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Former Corrections Officer Gets 4 Years For Sex
Crimes
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A former Noble County corrections officer has been sentenced to four years in prison for sex crimes.

Craig Tschappat pleaded guilty in February to one count of sexual battery and two counts of solicitation. At his
sentencing hearing on Friday, Tschappat said, "I've always taken responsibility for my mistakes and this is no
different."

The victim was not in court, but Tschappat apologized, saying he feels "indescribable shame and regret for his
actions." He also said, "It just seems like mere words aren't adequate to convey the sorrow and remorse that I
feel."

The charges stemmed from incidents in Belmont County years ago. After more than a decade of staying silent, the
victim came forward in July, prompting an investigation that let to Tschappat's arrest.

"That's not unusual. In the majority of these cases, it takes some time for a victim to gather courage to come
forward," Belmont County Prosecutor Chris Berhalter said.
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Tschappat worked as a corrections officer for the Noble County Correctional Institution for 12 years and was placed
on leave when the allegations came to light. He was fired in September and has been in the Belmont County Jail
for 166 days.

On Friday, Tschappat's defense asked the court to consider house arrest, but Berhalter said the offenses were too
serious and argued for jail time.

"We're always going to seek a sentence like that because we feel we have a duty to make sure that not only are
these individuals held accountable for what they've done, which is send a clear message that this is not going to be
tolerated," Berhalter said.

Because Tschappat did not receive the maximum sentence, he will be eligible for judicial release. He will be
required to register as a tier 3 sex offender for the rest of his life.

Stay with NEWS9, WTOV9.com and WTOV9 Mobile for continuing coverage.
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