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Ex-Sherrif's Deputy Donald Harder is led into a Sheriffs car headed to Saratoga County Jail Thursday
morning after he was sentenced to six months for sexually abusing women while on the job. (ERICA
MILLER/Community News)

BALLSTON SPA — The former Saratoga County sheriff’s deputy convicted of sexually abusing four
women while on duty between 2007 and 2009 will spend the next six months in Saratoga County Jail.
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Donald Harder III pleaded guilty March 11 to felony menacing, four counts of misdemeanor sexual abuse
and misdemeanor official misconduct.

He was sentenced to six months in jail and five years probation with a variety of conditions he must abide
by. Harder’s attorney, Tucker Stanclift, debated several of those conditions with Judge Jerry Scarano and
Assistant District Attorney Jennifer Buckley. Among Stanclift’s sticking points: whether Harder would be
able to use internet social networking sites like Facebook and use the Internet to download legal
pornography.

"Mr. Harder is not a pedophile, he has never used the internet to search for illegal pornography or
pornography of any sort," Stanclift said.

Buckley said Harder’s "troubling" behavior warranted the restrictions.

Scarano agreed to lift Harder’s probation ban restricting Internet use but did uphold the ban on all
pornography.

Harder was arrested at the end of his shift on Aug. 10, 2009, after a woman filed a complaint alleging he
had forced her to perform a sexual act while assisting in a civil matter that day.

After that arrest was publicized three more women came forward with similar accusations. They had come
into contact with Harder while reporting crimes, being interviewed as witnesses or while under arrest. One
woman said Harder victimized her on two separate occasions.

None of the victims were in court Thursday and none filed victim impact statements.

Orders of protection were also issued barring Harder from contact with any of the victims.

Harder resigned his position with the sheriff’s department on March 11. He had worked with the department
for three years. He was suspended without pay after his arrest.

District Attorney James A. Murphy III said Harder was made to resign, rather than being fired, to avoid his
being eligible for unemployment benefits or unused vacation or sick time.

Sheriff James D. Bowen did not return a request for comment. 
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