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Charges Filed Against Salinas Police Officer
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UPDATE 7/15: Two felony sexual battery charges
have been filed against Salinas Police Department
Officer Jesus Sanchez.  He will be arraigned at
1:30 p.m. today at the courthouse in Salinas.
SALINAS, Calif. - A 10-year veteran with the Salinas Police was arrested
Monday on felony charges. The Monterey County Sheriff's Office says 34 year-
old Jesus Sanchez was arrested while on duty.

At a news conference Tuesday, Police Chief Fetherolf would not go into much
detail about the charges, saying only that Sanchez has three felony counts
against him dealing with assault and intent to commit rape. 

"As is the case with all complaints from the public alleging police misconduct, the
information was received and documented. In this case, the allegations were
very serious and if true, would amount to gross misconduct on the part of an
officer and most likely result in criminal charges being filed." said the Chief at the
news conference.

The victim contacted police last week and according to her the incidents happened over a number of years while the
officer was on duty. Police Chief Fetherolf is concerned that there may other be other victims and is asking anyone
with information to call the Salinas Police Department at 758-7132 or 758-7137.

A team of investigators from the Salinas Police Department was assembled and conducted an investigation into the
matter. In the process of the investigation, various witnesses, including the victim, and the officer, were interviewed.
The District Attorney's legal staff determined that there existed sufficient probable cause for criminal charges against
the officer. 

Sanchez has been placed on administrative leave with pay, pending the result of an internal administrative
investigation.

The Monterey County Sheriff's Office says Sanchez was released on $300,000 bail Monday night.
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