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Former state trooper Larry Brandon Lovick, 32, left, pleads guilty to unlawfully restraining a young woman and exposing himself to her in exchange for dropping a charge of underage
drinking. He was sentenced to 36 months probation on a charge of felonious restraint.

BY DAN KANE - STAFF WRITER
Tags: crime and safety | Wake County | Raleigh | Kathryn E. Jordan | felonious restraint

A former state trooper today admitted to exposing himself to a young woman and asking her to show her breasts in exchange for dropping a ticket for underage drinking during a traffic stop
in Raleigh.

Larry B. Lovick, 32, pleaded guilty to felonious restraint and received three years probation and a $5,000 fine as part of a plea agreement. Lovick will also lose his law enforcement
certification, and with a felony conviction, he is unlikely to get it back.

The conviction is another black eye for a police force that has been grappling with a long string of trooper misconduct cases. Some have involved criminal conduct, but many have been the
result of sexual misbehavior.

Lovick had been a trooper since 2004 until June, when he resigned after being confronted with the allegations.
Following his conviction, the N.C. Highway Patrol released the internal investigation of the case, and records of a

previous complaint against Lovick that resulted in a three-day suspension in December 2009.

That suspension involved a complaint by a female driver that Lovick had asked her to lift her shirt to show a
tattoo. In that case, Lovick also dropped the tickets he had planned to issue, for speeding and an expired tag.

The felony conviction stems from a stop Lovick made near the N.C. State University campus on May 25. Lovick
pulled over Kathryn E. Jordan, who was then 19, on suspicion of driving while intoxicated.

Wake County District Attorney Colon Willoughby said Jordan denied drinking any alcoholic beverages, though she knew she had consumed one beer. She refused a field sobriety test at
first, asking to be taken downtown for testing, but eventually relented.
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The test showed that she had a blood alcohol content of .04, which is below the legal threshold for driving while
intoxicated. But she was under the legal age for drinking, so Lovick wrote up a citation.

Jordan asked if Lovick would change his mind about the citation. That's when he tore up the ticket and asked her
to pull up her shirt while she sat in the front seat of his car. "She obeyed," Willoughby said.

Lovick then exposed and touched himself before letting her go.

Lovick's attorney James Crouch, said Lovick is a good trooper who made a serious mistake and admitted his
crime. Lovick is married with three children ages 1, 4 and 5. He was alone in the courtroom.

"He's extremely embarrassed by this incident," Crouch said. "He knows it was wrong and he has accepted
responsibility for it."

Willoughby said Jordan had agreed to the plea deal. He said she and her family, who were in court, did not want
Lovick to go to prison, but they did want to make sure he never wore a badge again. They declined to be

interviewed.

"She's been very courageous," Willougby said of Jordan, "and not vindictive."

Wake Superior Court Judge Donald Stephens was not impressed with Lovick's admission of guilt. The judge called Lovick's actions that night "despicable."

"(Jordan) may not be angry, but let me tell you who is angry," Stephens told Lovick. "Every law enforcement official I've seen is angry ... because you have sullied them all."

Stephens asked Willoughby if there were more victims. Willoughby said he was aware of an allegation involving another woman, but she had declined to talk to him about it.

Outside of court, Willoughby said the woman had not made a complaint to police, and it was unlikely he would pursue the allegation further.

"I'm satisfied that we've run that rabbit to the ground," he said.

dan.kane@newsobserver.com or 919-829-4861
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Accused plane thief arrested in Chapel
Hill

Authorities have arrested the Chapel
Hill man they say stole a plane from
UNC-Chapel Hill's airport that
crashed in Alamance County. Curtis
Rene Mellott, 46, was arrested at his

home at 114 Mel Oak Drive around 3 p.m. today after
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