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From the Yakima Herald-Republic Online News.

Posted on Thursday, October 28, 2010

Deputy facing multiple charges after reported sexual assault 
by Mark Morey 
Yakima Herald-Republic 

 

YAKIMA, Wash. -- Bail of $500,000 was set Thursday for a Yakima County sheriff's deputy arrested
Wednesday night after a woman reported he entered her home and sexually assaulted her while on duty.

Deputy Sean Moore, 37, made a preliminary appearance Thursday in Superior Court, where he could face
charges of first-degree assault, second-degree rape and first-degree burglary.

In seeking the high bail, deputy prosecutor Susan Arb said Moore had apparently been trying to identify the
woman's male friend who had been at the house.

"The state is quite concerned for the safety of both victims," Arb said, describing the woman in particular as
"truly frightened."

The Sheriff's Office has started a separate internal investigation to determine whether Moore violated any
department policies.

"We're saddened that this type of situation has occurred and we just can't say much more than that," said
Sheriff Ken Irwin, who briefly visited Moore at the county jail after his arrest.

Moore, a seven-year deputy who was working and in uniform at the time of the incident, and the woman
were well known to one another, according to the Selah police report filed in court to support the arrest.

The Yakima Herald-Republic typically does not name the reported victims of sexual assaults.

 

According to the report, the woman told police that he entered her Selah home early Sunday while she and a
friend were sleeping. The report said Moore pointed his duty pistol at her and asked the friend, "How would
you like to see her die?"

She said Moore demanded the friend leave as he repeatedly punched her in the back of the head, according to
the report.

Moore then got into his patrol car and told the other man, who had been walking to his truck, that he'd arrest
him if he didn't accept a ride, the report said.

The man refused and, according to the report, Moore drove away when the man said he would report the
incident to the Sheriff's Office.
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The patrol car's GPS locator system shows that it was parked near the home when the woman said the
incident took place, according to police.

The friend stayed the night at the house because the woman said she feared for her life, the report said.

The woman said Moore returned later in the morning after the friend had left.

She said he again pointed the gun at her head and asked if she wanted to die, according to the report. She
reported she was kicked, hit and choked before engaging in sex out of fear for her life, the report said.

 

The report also said she told police there'd been numerous previous incidents of domestic violence and that
Moore had become increasingly aggressive after being involved in an on-duty shooting in 2004.

Moore shot and wounded a suspect who rammed his patrol car while fleeing a minor traffic accident on North
Wenas Road outside of Selah in July 2004.

The suspect shot at Moore and another deputy before they returned fire.

Irwin awarded both deputies the department's Medal of Valor.

Irwin said Moore underwent standard post-incident counseling and a psychological review, which found him
fit for duty. There had not been any sign of problems related to the shooting since then, Irwin said.

 

Adam Moore, one of Yakima's most senior criminal defense attorneys, appeared with Moore at Thursday's
hearing, although he told District Judge Rod Fitch, who was presiding, it was unclear yet whether he would
be retained for the case. He declined to comment outside the courtroom.

Adam Moore, who is not related to Deputy Moore, once represented a former Yakima police lieutenant who
claimed that his fatal shooting of a robbery suspect in 1975 led to post-traumatic stress disorder and financial
misdoings that resulted in a conviction on theft charges.

 

Selah police Chief Stacy Dwarshius said Selah police started hearing rumors of the Sunday incident on
Monday from friends of the victims who were concerned that it had not been reported.

Officers started trying to find the woman to make sure she was all right. The friend was the first to be located,
on Tuesday evening, and the woman came to the police station Wednesday to give a statement, Dwarshius
said.

Moore turned himself in at the police station on Wednesday evening and was booked into jail.

Officers, who have been working heavy overtime on the case, are continuing to gather evidence, including
medical and phone records, Dwarshius said.
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A gun safe and separate locked case were seized from Moore's home in Yakima, but officers were waiting
Thursday afternoon for another search warrant to confirm whether any weapons were stored in the containers.

 

Yakima police confirmed Moore is a member of the department's SWAT team, which includes a few sheriff's
deputies. His SWAT gear has been confiscated because of the arrest, police said.

Moore, who was a Wapato officer before joining the Sheriff's Office, has spent his career in the patrol
division.

Irwin could not recall any disciplinary complaints on Moore's record, but he said he had not had an
opporunity to review the deputy's personnel file.

County Prosecuting Attorney Jim Hagarty said his office was arranging to transfer the case to prosecutors in
another county to eliminate any potential for a conflict of interest.

Hagarty repeatedly declined to say what distinguished the Moore case from allegations against a Yakima
police officer accused of barging into a woman's home and assaulting her. Hagarty kept that case in his
office, where it has been under review for months.

That lack of action has drawn criticism from attorneys representing both the woman and the Yakima Police
Patrolman's Association, the union that represents rank-and-file police officers. Reported in January, the case
was investigated by the State Patrol, which wrapped up its investigation in March and sent it to Hagarty.
Earlier this month, Hagarty said his office has twice asked for additional investigation. He didn't say when.

City officials say they're waiting for Hagarty's criminal investigation to be completed in order to preserve the
officer's rights against self-incrimination, and to give the city a clear understanding of the facts before it starts
its own internal discipline case.

 

* Mark Morey can be reached at 509-577-7671 or mmorey@yakimaherald.com.
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ANDY SAWYER/Yakima Herald-Republic

Deputy Sean Moore walks behind attorney Adam Moore after making his preliminary appearance in Yakima,
Wash. Thursday, Oct. 28, 2010 after being arrested in a domestic violence incident.


