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LA cop gets probation for assault in
Travis County, avoids stiffer charge
By Steven Kreytak | Wednesday, May 12, 2010, 12:12 PM

A Los Angeles Police Department officer who had been accused in Travis County
of attempting to sexually assault a motel worker in April 2009 pleaded guilty today
to a reduced charge of assault, a misdemeanor, and was sentenced to two years
probation.

With the plea, Silvio Sam Filipovich, 44, agreed to surrender his peace officer’s
license and not to re-apply to be a law enforcement officer anywhere in the country
while on probation. Prosecutor Mark Pryor said that the conviction would preclude
Filipovich, a 22-year Los Angeles officer, from ever again working as a law
enforcement officer.

According to an affidavit filed with his arrest, Filipovich checked into the Mountain
Star Lodge Motel with his wife and 3-month-old child on April 3, 2009. The motel is
on Ranch Road 620 just north of Texas 71 in western Travis County. Pryor said that
Filipovich had purchased property in the area.

The affidavit said that shortly after they checked in, Filipovich returned to the front
desk and asked the clerk for a crib for his child. The woman told authorities that
when she got to a storage closet, Filipovich pushed up against her back so that she
could feel his penis and soon after put his hands under her shirt and underwear, the
affidavit said.

The woman escaped after pushing Filipovich’s hands away, the affidavit said.

In court, Filipovich admitted to causing injury to the woman by pushing her with his
hand.

Because of the nature of her allegations, the woman is not being identified by the
Austin American-Statesman.

Prosecutor Mark Pryor said the plea bargain was reached in part because “we did
not want to traumatize the victim anymore.”

“We definitely believe he was responsible for that (attempted sexual assault),” Pryor
said. “We weren’t convinced we were going to be able to prove it beyond a
reasonable doubt.”

Pryor said the “deal was reached in full consultation with the victim.” Both Filipovich,
who has been free on bail since shortly after his arrest, and his lawyer, Matthew
Dorsen, declined to comment as they exited state District Judge Mike Lynch’s court.
The original charge against Filipovich is a third-degree felony punishable by up to
10 years in prison.

The Los Angeles Times reported after Filipovich’s arrest last year that records show
he has a history of misconduct allegations.

Among the alleged offenses against Filipovich detailed in the records, which date to
1995, was that he tried to improperly convert an on-duty contact into a social
relationship, made a discourteous remark and was discourteous during traffic stops,
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the newspaper reported. Los Angeles Police Department officials alleged in one
case that while off duty Filipovich inappropriately exposed [his] penis in a public
place,” the newspaper reported citing the records.
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By Vicky
November 23, 2010 5:00 PM | Link to this

Frist of all… how does anyone know she is even telling the truth? We don’t know
that. Why did she not take it to the next level if she was distraught after this
incident. She did not want her name to be in the paper but his sure is!!! How wrong
is that???? If this really happened the way she said it did than she should have
taken it to full extent.
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is that???? If this really happened the way she said it did than she should have
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By Vicky
November 23, 2010 4:59 PM | Link to this

Frist of all… how does anyone know she is even telling the truth? We don’t know
that. Why did she not take it to the next level if she was distraught after this
incident. She did not want her name to be in the paper but his sure is!!! How wrong
is that???? If this really happened the way she said it did than she should have
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By Jacquelene
November 23, 2010 4:58 PM | Link to this

Frist of all… how does anyone know she is even telling the truth? We don’t know
that. Why did she not take it to the next level if she was distraught after this
incident. She did not want her name to be in the paper but his sure is!!! How wrong
is that???? If this really happened the way she said it did than she should have
taken it to full extent.

By Pancho Worthington III
May 13, 2010 12:12 PM | Link to this

my best friend Juanny says, “this guy should be put back under his rock.” But then
again, Juanny says this to everyone with or without a crib to get from a closet.

By Pancho Worthington III
May 13, 2010 12:09 PM | Link to this

This guy has a history of offenses in LA, thankfully he has a friend named Juanny
that says he should put back under his rock.

By Panties
May 12, 2010 9:25 PM | Link to this

That LA cop is too smart to try doing that crapola in Mexico.

By Disgusted in the hiring practices
May 12, 2010 7:17 PM | Link to this

Why is miosygny state supported? Who hires these guys? What about psych
evaluations.

See Familylawcourts.com/badcop.html

OR

Familylawcourts.com/statetexas.html

By Pedro
May 12, 2010 5:36 PM | Link to this

Boycott LA!!!! Send a message to LA that we won’t tolerate the actions of their
government employeees infringing on the rights of our citizens in Texas.

By RickyD
May 12, 2010 4:25 PM | Link to this

The good thing is he wasn’t an Austin Police Officer…the bad thing is he bought
property here so I guess he lives in Texas now. He got probation because of the
LAW. If you don’t like the LAW then see if you can change it. Copping to a lessor
plea doesn’t always seem fair does it?

By cal
May 12, 2010 4:15 PM | Link to this

I believe the decision not to convict of the felony charge was down to honoring the
victim’s wishes not to be identified and dragged through the process…. the right
thing to do in this case.

By Die Filthy Pigs
May 12, 2010 3:03 PM | Link to this
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Peace officers should automatically be punished double the normal citizen, triple if
on duty at the time.

By noname
May 12, 2010 2:54 PM | Link to this

so what happened to his wife and kid? did they stay together?

for Tejano - you are ignorant and stupid. this cop is corrupt and sick! what about if
he did the same thing to one of your relatives and only gets probation, i bet you
would not be saying “chill” …

By Eddy
May 12, 2010 1:46 PM | Link to this

Corruption! corruption, corruption… what else can you say? cops and the city
understand each other. If he had been somebody else, that person would be in jail
ready to go to trial and be sentenced. The travis county officials make me sick.

By Tejano
May 12, 2010 1:37 PM | Link to this

Seems he did not have any priors, so he was eligible for probation.. all other
accusations were not convictions., just complaints.. which went no where.. Any
person, has the right to get probation if there are no priors.. For those of you that
don’t agree, let’s hope you are never in the same boat..and have some priors..if so,
no probation for you.. chill..

By DEB
May 12, 2010 1:35 PM | Link to this

The reason for proving it, was because there were no witnesses., and if you are a
prosecutor, it would have been her word against his.. You must be able to prove,
beyond a reasonable doubt.. The one that belongs posting somewhere else is Jim..
I have been in the profession many years, and to this date.. if you can’t prove it,
better plea bargain, otherwise, it will be “nothing”.. sorry Jim.. you are wrong..!!! The
prosecutor had no choice..on this one, as much as I hate to say it. but that is part of
the criminal justice code.. You must be able to “prove” it.

By Jim
May 12, 2010 1:07 PM | Link to this

“We weren’t convinced we were going to be able to prove it beyond a reasonable
doubt.”

Then you’d damn sure be better off in another profession!

By Don
May 12, 2010 12:48 PM | Link to this

Come on Travis County!! This rapist is let go with Probation. He is an animal that
forces himself on this poor girl and you deliver a message to the community that he
can do this and get probation. What a joke. He has a history of this behavior and
you still let him go? WTF…
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