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HPD officer indicted on sex assault charges
DA applauds police for prompt investigation of one of their own
By JAMES PINKERTON
HOUSTON CHRONICLE
Jan. 21, 2011, 9:36AM

A Houston policeman was arrested by fellow officers Thursday after
his indictment for allegedly sexually assaulting a woman while in
uniform, a charge that could land him in prison for life.

Prosecutors with the Harris County District Attorney's Public Integrity
Division presented their evidence to a grand jury on Thursday
afternoon, and felony indictments were returned against Abraham
Joseph, 27, on charges of aggravated sexual assault.

Joseph was relieved of duty after allegations of the assaults came to
light this month, prosecutors said. District Attorney Pat Lykos
applauded HPD for promptly investigating accusations against one of
their own.

"This man was a police officer who violated the public's trust and
dishonored his badge. He used his status as a public servant to
sexually assault women," Lykos said. "HPD Chief Charles
McClelland has been extremely cooperative in this investigation, and
we will continue to work together to ensure that the citizens of
Houston and Harris County can trust and rely on the men and women
in uniform."

Joseph's defense attorney, Nicole DeBorde, said his client is
innocent and was not expecting to be arrested when he complied
with a grand jury subpoena and went to the criminal courthouse
Thursday.

The attorney said she had only met briefly with her client and has not
seen any of the evidence gathered during the investigation.

"I can tell you he was surprised and very disappointed, to say the
very least, that he was arrested," DeBorde said. "We are going to
vigorously defend him and certainly do not believe he is guilty of
these accusations."

A Houston police spokesman said Joseph joined the force in July
2009 and was assigned to the department's Southwest Patrol
Division.

Two of the department's investigative units — the Special Crimes

Division and Internal Affairs Division - began investigating Joseph
after a woman complained about his conduct on Jan. 2, the same
day the sex assault allegedly took place, according to an HPD news
release.

"After conducting an initial investigation, the Special Crimes Division
determined in conjunction with the Internal Affairs Division that there
was sufficient cause to immediately relieve Officer Abraham Joseph
of his duties," the release stated, noting that Joseph was relieved the
same day the allegation was made.

Prosecutors have recommended that Joseph post a $500,000 bond
before he is released.

The officer is scheduled to appear for arraignment next week, but until then remains in jail.
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