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Ex-Officer Accused Of Raping Student Won't Face Charges
DA's Office Says Not Enough Evidence To Charge Art Perea In Rape Of Pt. Loma Nazarene Student
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No charges will be filed against a former San Diego police officer accused of raping a local college
student earlier this year, according to the San Diego County District Attorney's Office.

District Attorney Bonnie Dumanis said Friday her office would not press charges against 42-year-old Art
Perea, a former SDPD vice detective.

According to police sources, in early February, Perea was on duty and driving a car belonging to the city
of San Diego when he drove a female Point Loma Nazarene University student to an El Cajon
residence.

Perea and a woman who works at the school were accused of raping the 19-year-old student inside the
home. The alleged victim called police after the incident.

Police sources told Ash that Perea said the sex was consensual.

After months of investigating by the El Cajon Police Department, including extensive toxicology work to see if the student was drugged, Dumanis' office
determined there was not enough evidence to charge Perea.

"I know they looked at it very closely, and I'm sure that they didn't feel that it was enough to get a jury to convict," said San Diego Police Chief Bill Lansdowne,
who added that Perea won't be getting his job back.

Sources told 10News he quit before the department could fire him for having sex on the job and using a city-owned vehicle to drive the alleged victim to El
Cajon.

"I know Perea made a bad personal choice, but he did a lot of really excellent public work," said community activist Catherine McNeil.

McNeil says Perea was a "Godsend" when it came to helping her Golden Hill neighborhood deal with graffiti and gang-related crime.

"His involvement with the community through his work as a police officer should not be discounted," McNeil added.

One of Perea's ex-wives told 10News he would still have his job if it weren't for the media reporting on what she called false allegations against her former
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One of Perea's ex-wives told 10News he would still have his job if it weren't for the media reporting on what she called false allegations against her former
husband.

"The media are low-life cockroaches," Wendy Perea told 10News reporter Allison Ash over the phone. She called Perea "a good man, a great father and a great
role model."

Perea was the first in a growing list of San Diego police officers investigated this year.

Lansdowne said police officers are people, too, and they make mistakes like everyone else.

"This is a great department," Lansdowne said. "It was an embarrassment to us as an organization, but we've worked through that and put some safeguards in
place and I'm absolutely confident we're moving in the right direction ! We're professionals in this business, and I would hope the public doesn't judge us by the
action of a few when the rest of the officers do so well."

10News tried to reach Art Perea, but were unsuccessful.
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