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SAN DIEGO - San Diego 6 News has learned a veteran San Diego
Police officer has resigned while a rape investigation continues with
no formal charges filed.

Officer Art Perea had been on compulsory unpaid leave from SDPD
since a Point Loma Nazarene University student says she was
raped by Perea and a woman last month.

Now Perea, a member of the SDPD Vice Squad, has resigned his
job with the city.

The El Cajon Police Department is investigating the alleged rape
that occurred in their city.   Sources have told San Diego 6 News
that the student was propositioned by a female Point Loma cafeteria
to meet Perea at a home in El Cajon.

Perea allegedly picked up the student in an unmarked San Diego
police car.

Story from February 9:

POINT LOMA - In a bizarre twist in the alleged rape case against
San Diego Police Officer Art Perea, sources have confirmed to San
Diego 6 News that a student at Point Loma Nazarene who claims
she was raped, was propositioned to meet the officer by a worker at
the school.

News that the case may have originated at Point Loma Nazarene
sent shockwaves through the student body.

Freshman Melanie Martinez said, "scary to think about cause we trust that the people picking the
employees will pick people that won't endanger us."

Kory Coon, also a freshman at the school said, "that's crazy to think that they would hire someone
and then that person would do that to kids."

Sources with knowledge of the investigation told San Diego 6 the student and officer Perea's



encounter last Wednesday at a home in El Cajon, was arranged by a woman who works in the
cafeteria, but is not employed by the school.

The girl, who is 18, agreed to meet with the officer and was not kidnapped. But in light of the rape
allegation, her father, reportedly furious with the school, immediately removed her.

Point Loma Nazarene officials responded to San Diego 6 News inquiries saying in part, "University
officials are fully cooperating with the investigation and according to policy have also launched an
internal review of the incident."  Dr. Caye Smith, Vice President of student affairs said, "our
commitment is to provide students with an environment that is conducive to develop the whole
person."

El Cajon police, who are handling the criminal investigation wouldn't comment on the specifics of
Point Loma Nazarene's involvement. Sources say this likely isn't an isolated case.

Coon suggested an idea for the university. "I think maybe background checks on all the workers see
where they've been, what they're doing, cause that's scary that someone like that would be working at
our school."

School officials wouldn't comment on the status of the worker, calling it a personnel matter.

Officer Perea still has not been arrested. The case has yet to be sent to the DA's office. Once
received, it will decide if Perea is to be charged. 

_____________________________________________

Previous Story:

SAN DIEGO -  The San Diego and El Cajon Police Departments are investigating one of their own. 
San Diego Police Chief William Lansdowne telling San Diego 6, "it's painful to get information like this
but I need to caution everybody these are allegations right now--my responsibility is to defend the
police department."

According to sources within the department Lansdowne is defending Art Perea.  Perea worked with
the graffiti strike force team as far back as 2008.

Chief Lansdowne says Perea's fate is in the hands of investigators.  Lansdowne says, "these are very
technical investigations involves a lot of physical evidence."

We know Perea has gone through a divorce.  Apparently satisfied with his family court experience,
Perea posted a flattering message about his attorney online.  Perea's current case though is much
more serious.  The San Diego police department conducted an administrative investigation and
suspended Perea.  He was placed on unpaid leave and ordered to hand over his gun and badge.

The alleged victim was at a hospital late Wednesday night.  She claimed she had been raped at an El
Cajon home by Perea and another woman.

Lt. Mark Coit spoke on behalf of the El Cajon police department.  Coit said, "that's the important part
of this is that we find the truth and find all the facts and present it factually."

The El Cajon police department is handling the actual criminal investigation.  Officials are dotting the



i's and crossing the t's before the case is sent to the District Attorney's office.
 
Coit says, "we work real close with the district attorney and the DA will be involved with this looking at
the facts what we've done and how the investigation has progressed.  And it'll be the DA's
determination whether or not there's enough to go to court or issue a warrant for any arrest that may
come out of the investigation."

The investigation seemed to be moving along pretty quick.  Although El Cajon officials couldn't tell us
when this case would be sent to the DA's office.

Previous story:

EL CAJON - A San Diego police officer is on compulsory unpaid leave as detectives investigated a
woman's accusation that he raped her at an East County home. 

The officer, whose name and departmental assignment were withheld, was suspended Friday and
directed to turn in his badge and service gun, SDPD spokesman Gary Hassen said. 

Late last Wednesday, a woman being treated at a hospital told a physician that the officer and a
woman had sexually assaulted her at a residence in El Cajon earlier that evening, and medical
staffers then notified the police, ECPD Lt. Mark Coit said. 

There have been no arrests in the case, according to Coit. 

The alleged assailants and victim are acquaintances, the lieutenant said. It was unclear why the
officer was at the home where the purported rape occurred and whether he was on duty at the time.
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