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Former deputy charged with sexual misconduct

Submitted by Compmanager on July 29, 2011 – 4:24 pmOne Comment
By Mary Drier
Staff Writer
CARO — For 13 years, Dale Larry Tompkins worked as a Tuscola County Sheriff’s Deputy putting law
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CARO — For 13 years, Dale Larry Tompkins worked as a Tuscola County Sheriff’s Deputy putting law
breakers behind bars, but on Wednesday he was behind bars accused of sex crimes, misconduct while on duty
and other charges.
Tompkins, 41, of Caro, is facing 12 counts of wrongdoing from incidents in July 2010 while transporting a
female prisoner to jail and her escape while in his custody. During the investigation of that, he was placed on
administrative leave July 27, 2010. He subsequently resigned Aug. 11, 2010.
As a result of the investigation, Tompkins is charged with: three counts of criminal sexual conduct (CSC) –
second degree, which carries a 15-year maximum penalty; one count escape – officer allowing, which is a 15-
year felony; and one count bribery – public officer for nonperformance of duty, which is a 15-year felony.

“There were multiple acts with this,” said Tuscola County Prosecutor Mark Reene about the variety of
charges against the former deputy.
Also, Tompkins is charged with: five counts weapons – felony firearms, which carries a two-year sentence;
one count escape – permit by delaying arrest, which has a maximum one-year sentence; and one count public
officer willful neglect of duty, which is a one-year sentence.
Tompkins was sent to take a female prisoner into custody who was arrested for parole violation in Genesee
County and transport her to the Tuscola County jail, explained Tuscola County Sheriff Lee Teschendorf.
The transfer between the two police departments of the 29-year-old female prisoner was made near M-15 and
Willard Road in Millington.
Although the female was picked up at the county line, she escaped near Chambers Road and M-46 outside of
Caro.
“She was allowed to escape and gone for about two hours,” said Reene, noting tracking dogs and other
resources were used to apprehend her.
The charges against Tompkins were made from that transport and escape of a prisoner. The incidents that
allegedly occurred after the prisoner transfer happened between July 5-6, 2010 in Indianfields Township,
Millington Township and the city of Caro.
According to Teschendorf, when allegations were made against Tompkins, he asked the Michigan State
Police to do an investigation, and the department also did an internal investigation.
“Law enforcement agencies take every report of misconduct seriously, and in this case we requested the
Michigan State Police investigate the allegations,” said Teschendorf.
MSP D/Sgt. Brian Ferguson was assigned to do the investigation.
“The investigation took awhile because of the circumstances, and the number of witnesses,” said Reene. “All
of the information gathered had to be looked at and reviewed for charges.”
During a press conference after Tompkins’ arraignment, Reene noted the charges had been dropped against
the female who made the allegations against Tompkins, but declined to comment further.
Magistrate Joe Van Auken arraigned Tompkins Wednesday morning, and set a $30,000 personal
recognizance bond.
Pre-preliminary examination will be 1 p.m., Monday, and preliminary examination 1:30 p.m., Monday, Aug.
22 – both in Tuscola County District Court.
Mary Drier is a staff writer for the Tuscola County Advertiser. She can be reached at drier@tcadvertiser.com.
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