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Greeley police officer arrested on sexual assault
charges
Shepherd booked by own department
By Meagan Birely
mbirely@greeleytribune.com
Friday, March 25, 2011
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Greeley Police Chief Jerry Garner speaks at a press conference Friday regarding one of his officers being arrested for sexual
assault. Officer Daniel Shepherd was taken into custody for allegedly touching a 19-year-old woman inappropriately during a
traffic stop.
ERIC BELLAMY / ebellamy@greeleytribune.com

Greeley police have arrested one of their own on accusations that he sexually assaulted a woman during a recent
traffic stop. 

At a news conference Wednesday, Greeley Police Chief Jerry Garner said police arrested officer Daniel Shepherd,
who has worked for the Greeley Police Department for three years. He was booked into the Weld County Jail on
suspicion of felony sexual assault and official oppression, which is using a position of authority to take advantage
of someone, a misdemeanor.

The incident happened just after 5 a.m. March 13 when Shepherd pulled over a 19-year-old woman in the 2000
block of 28th Avenue. During the stop, she said the officer touched her in appropriately. The woman’s sister
called the department that day to report the incident. 

Earlier that morning, police, including Shepherd, had been called to a party the woman had been attending. The
complaint was that she was too intoxicated and needed to leave. Garner said they are alleging that Shepherd
followed the woman from the party before making the traffic stop. 
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Because this is an ongoing investigation, Garner said he could not discuss some issues, such as whether there were
any witnesses, or if police collected physical evidence during the investigation. He did say that part of the
investigation is why the woman was not cited for driving under the influence. 

Garner said at the news conference that the entire investigation and arrest was handled by Greeley police.

“It is hard on the department’s image,” Garner said. “It is hard on the officers. But we’re a professional
organization, and we’ll get through this.”

Shepherd was arrested at the department. 

“Greeley police officers did the investigation, they made the arrest,” Garner said. “They took one of their peers
to jail. So that’s definitely hard to do, and it’s the right thing to do when probable cause exists for someone’s
arrest.” 

The case has been turned over to the Weld District Attorney’s Office, which will decided what charges, if any, to
file against Shepherd.

Shepherd, 28, was put on administrative leave and is being held on a $50,000 bond. 
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Dear Readers,

We've received your feedback, and are evaluating the options available for a different commenting system. One
thing's sure, the old system won't return as it was. We still have lots of ways to share your opinion, including
Letters to the Editor. Thanks for bearing with us.

Thank you!
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