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Doug Godbee

Former Hawkins County prosecutor Doug Godbee,
alleged to have offered female defendants leniency in
exchange for sex, has formally been charged with official
misconduct.

Godbee, 57, "(attempted) to solicit sexual favors and in
some instances (received) sexual favors from female
defendants whose cases he was prosecuting,"
according to a presentment by a Hawkins County grand
jury that was unsealed Tuesday.

In return for "sexual favors," Godbee offered "reductions
in charges and/or punishment," the document states. If
convicted, he faces punishments ranging from one to six

years in jail and a $3,000 fine, according to 9th District Attorney General Russell
Johnson. Johnson is special prosecutor in the 3rd Judicial District to handle this case.

Godbee is free on $10,000 bond. Formal arraignment is tentatively set for June 3 in
Hawkins County Criminal Court.

Godbee's attorney, Paul Whetstone, said that his client was recently released from a
hospital.

"Mr. Godbee has been released on bond with conditions that he continue with his
psychiatric counseling and that he take his medication as prescribed by his treatment
team," Whetstone said. "He stands ready to face these allegations and to assist
counsel in preparing for them."

Whetstone declined to comment on published reports that the hospitalization followed
a drug overdose.
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