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Former FD officer turns
himself  in
Galen Hindt charged with sexual assault and
extortion

August  6,  2011

By PETER KASPARI and LINDSEY MUTCHLER, Messenger staff writers , Messenger
News

Save | 

Former Fort Dodge Police Officer Galen Hindt turned himself in
Saturday to face sexual assault and felony extortion charges.

Hindt, 46, pleaded not guilty in Webster County Magistrate Court to
third-degree sexual assault and extortion. He was ordered by Judge
William Thatcher to report to the Department of Corrections for
supervision and to surrender any and all weapons to the Department
of Public Safety by Monday.

Hindt is accused of forcing a woman to have intercourse against her
will in his apartment on April 6. The complaint filed by the Iowa
Division of Criminal Investigation alleges Hindt also told the woman,
whom he met at Cricket's bar, that if she didn't accept his offer of a
ride home, he would arrest her for operating while intoxicated.

Hindt's attorney, Darren Driscoll, asked Saturday that Hindt not be
required to post bond, since he turned himself in after learning a
warrant for his arrest had been issued July 26. Since resigning from
the Police Department in April, Hindt has been working as a truck
driver, and Driscoll asked that Hindt not be required to remain in
Iowa since it would interfere with his job.

Driscoll said the state was aware of Hindt's out-of-state trucking
job.

"It has not been an issue up to this point," he said.

Thatcher agreed to Driscoll's request, and said it appeared the state
couldn't have been too concerned about Hindt being a flight risk, as
the investigation had been ongoing for four months.

Because of a conflict of interest with the Webster County attorney's
office, the case will be prosecuted by the Iowa attorney general's
office. Driscoll waived a preliminary hearing, and the case will be
sent to District Court for scheduling.

According to the DCI complaint, Hindt sat down near the alleged
victim - identifed in court documents only by her initials approached
her and told her if she didn't accept a ride to her apartment with
him, he would have her arrested for drunk driving. Instead of taking
her to her home, the report says, he took her to his apartment
where they drank a few beers.

"At one point," the complaint says, "he pulled out a set of handcuffs
and twirled them around saying that he could use them on her."

The alleged victim said Hindt pushed her onto the bed, forced her to
have sex and choked her. When he fell asleep, she said, she left the
apartment and went to a relative's home. The cousin called a local
law enforcement officer, and the alleged victim went to the
emergency room at Trinity Regional Medical Center.

Fort Dodge Police Chief Tim Carmody said the department received
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Fort Dodge Police Chief Tim Carmody said the department received
information about the alleged incident later that day. The
investigation was turned over to DCI.

Carmody said the request was part of the department's protocol
when an officer has been implicated in a crime to ensure
transparency throughout the process.

Hindt resigned April 8.

He served with the department for seven years and generated
controversy during his tenure.

In April 2009, when Hindt was off-duty he apparently left the scene
of an accident. Around 2 a.m. on April 11, 2009, Hindt rear-ended a
car driven by Heather Mueller, who had stopped to pick up someone.
The responding officer, Matt Wilson, stated in a report he recognized
Hindt and told him to pull his vehicle out of the street. After logging
witness information, Wilson realized Hindt had driven away.

Alcohol and drug tests weren't administered to either driver,
according to Wilson's report. The incident was investigated by the
Iowa State Patrol and turned over to the Webster County attorney.
Hindt was issued a citation for failure to stop in an assured clear
distance after the incident was investigated by the Iowa attorney
general's office.

Former Police Chief Doug Utley told The Messenger at the time of
the incident that the department conducted an internal investigation
into the matter and "appropriate" discipline was imposed. He
declined to comment on the specific disciplinary actions taken.

In March 2010, a citizen complaint was filed against Hindt in which
Latoya Russell alleged he "attacked" her son after responding to a
report of kids shooting off fireworks.

When Hindt arrived to the area, he asked the boy to stop so he
could ask him some questions. The child told Hindt he didn't have to
talk to him and took off running, according to a press release from
the Police Department issued March 25, 2010.

Hindt chased the boy and both fell into a yard between two houses.
He was then able to grab the young man by the shirt and detain
him.

Russell stated in the complaint that Hindt "tackled her child from
behind and started choking him."

An internal investigation by the department concluded the
allegations made by Russell were unfounded, stating that the
supervisor in charge that evening didn't see any evidence of marks
on the young boy. Hindt's actions were deemed appropriate and
necessary.

Contact Peter Kaspari or Lindsey Mutchler at (515) 573-2141.
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