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Photo Caption:Photo Caption: Athens County Sheriff's
officer Jerry Hallowell faces multiple charges
of sexual battery.
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Sheriff's detective charged with having sex with informant
By Jim Phillips

A detective with the Athens County Sheriff's Office has been charged with sexual battery, for allegedly using his authority as a police
officer to coerce a female drug informant into having sex with him on multiple occasions.

Investigator Jerry D. Hallowell, 43, appeared in Athens County Municipal Court Friday on three counts of sexual battery, a third-
degree felony, and one count of attempted sexual battery, a fourth-degree felony.

Though a special prosecutor in the case asked for $50,000 cash bond, Judge William Grim released Hallowell on his own
recognizance with a $50,000 appearance bond. This means the officer will not have to post any cash, but will be liable for $50,000 if
he misses any court appearances.

According to a news release from the Athens County Prosecutor's Office, "Hallowell is accused of having engaged in sexual conduct
on three occasions and attempting to engage in sexual conduct on a fourth occasion, with an undercover female informant who is
currently facing criminal charges." The criminal complaint identified the woman only by her initials.

The dates of the four alleged offenses are listed as between Aug. 6 and Sept. 9.

Hallowell, who served as head of the Athens County Narcotics Enforcement Task Force, was arrested without incident Thursday, and
held in an out-of-county jail facility prior to his court appearance, according to Fairfield County Prosecutor David L. Landefeld, who has been appointed special prosecutor in the
case.

Landefeld said after the court hearing that "it's our belief that (Hallowell) used his position as a police officer to facilitate the offenses."

A preliminary hearing is scheduled in Municipal Court Sept. 20, but Landefeld said it's probable the charges will be dismissed from that venue, and he will take the case before a
grand jury.

The Ohio Bureau of Criminal Identification and Investigation handled the investigation of the case, after Athens County Prosecutor C. David Warren on Wednesday brought it to the
state agency's attention.

Warren did not initially inform the sheriff's office. He said Friday that he told Sheriff Pat Kelly about the charges around midnight Thursday night/Friday morning. "That was the first
time that he heard about it," Warren noted.

In a news release Friday Warren stated that Kelly, his deputies, his office staff and Warren himself "are shocked and devastated by the allegations contained in the complaint.
Deputies of the sheriff's office are specifically counseled by the sheriff and advised about the impropriety and possible criminal and job ramifications of inappropriate conduct with
undercover informants. Sheriff Kelly and his staff are fully cooperating with the investigation, and continue to remain cooperative with BCI and the Special Prosecutor."

Warren added Friday that he's confident the charges against Hallowell will not negatively impact the sheriff's campaign to stamp out illegal drug use and dealing in the county. 

"I've known Pat Kelly for years, even before he became sheriff," the prosecutor noted. "If the drug dealers out there think this is going to cause any decrease in the drug operations
of the sheriff's office, they are sadly mistaken."

Warren added that he's also confident Kelly will look into whatever went wrong in Hallowell's case, and take action to correct it.

"He will take care of it," he predicted.

Hallowell has been suspended with pay pending further action either by Sheriff Kelly or by the Athens County Grand Jury, according to Warren.
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