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Former Klamath County Sheriff’s deputy Joshua Andrew Bryant
indicted rape charges

Brutality/Civil Rights, Sexual Assault/Violence no comments

June 29, 2011

A former Klamath County Sheriff’s Deputy indicted on raping a woman at a vacation rental at the Whaleshead resort north of Brookings was arrested in
Hood River on July 27.

Authorities say Joshua Andrew Bryant, age 39, is suspected of committing other sexual crimes against other victims.

Authorities also say that Bryant was preparing to leave the country and had the financial means to do so.

The Curry County Sheriff’s Office received information in May that led to the arrest Monday of Bryant on charges that Bryant committed numerous sex-
related crimes on or about May 21, 2011 at the Whaleshead vacation rental.

Bryant is a former law enforcement officer, most recently employed by the Klamath County Sheriff’s Office as a patrol deputy. The Curry County
Sheriff’s Office worked closely with the Klamath County Sheriff’s Office in this case. When Bryant was interviewed by investigators, he had been placed
on administrative leave by the Klamath County Sheriff. During the investigation, Bryant resigned and is no longer employed in law enforcement.

The Sheriff’s Office was contacted by a Medford Police Department investigator who advised that their office had been contacted by an adult female who
reported that Bryant had subjected her to sexual contact that she did not consent to while she was physically helpless, during a visit to Whaleshead.
Detective Dave Gardiner of the Curry County Sheriff’s Office, with assistance from Medford Police and Oregon State Police, continued the investigation
that resulted in Bryant’s arrest for alleged crimes to that victim, on two counts of Unlawful Sexual Penetration in the First Degree – a felony; two counts of
Sexual Abuse in the First Degree – B felony; and three counts of Sexual Abuse in the Third Degree – a misdemeanor.

During this investigation a second adult female victim was identified who reported that Bryant subjected her to unwanted sexual touching on the date in
question at the same location. Bryant was subsequently charged and arrested on one count of Sexual Abuse in the Third Degree and one count of
Harassment, both alleged A misdemeanor crimes.
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The investigation was presented by the Curry County District Attorney’s Office to the Grand Jury on June 23, which handed down indictments for the
above crimes. On June 24, an arrest warrant was issued for Bryant, which included a security release requirement of $345,000.

Bryant was subsequently located and arrested by United States Marshals in the Hood River area on June 27. Federal, state, and local law enforcement
officials were on the lookout for Bryant as information had been received that he might leave the country and had financial means to do so. After Bryant’s
arrest he was lodged at the Northern Oregon Regional Corrections Facility (NORCOR) in The Dalles, whereupon he posted the 10 percent of security
required and was released from custody.

Bryant was ordered to appear for arraignment on these charges in Curry County Circuit Court at 9 a.m. yesterday.

Currently there are active criminal investigations regarding Bryant in other jurisdictions around the state concerning the possibility of similar crimes by
Bryant. The Oregon Department of Justice Criminal Division has agreed to assume prosecution of this case. Anyone who believes they may have
information about these crimes, or crimes not yet reported, should contact Oregon DOJ Criminal Division at (503) 378-6347.
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