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Ex-probation officer charged
Mark John Walker is accused of having illegal sexual contact with
five women he supervised

By Jack Moran
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A Eugene man who worked as a federal probation officer faces a potential life sentence if he is convicted of
having illegal sexual contact with five women he supervised and then lying to FBI agents who investigated
the alleged crimes.

Mark John Walker, 51, pleaded not guilty Wednesday in U.S. District Court in Portland to charges included
in an eight-count indictment, officials said. Three of those charges are felonies alleging that Walker violated
the civil rights of three women he supervised on probation or pretrial release by sexually abusing them
between December 2006 and June 2009.

Two additional misdemeanor counts accuse Walker of illegal sexual contact with two more women he
supervised. Those crimes allegedly occurred between April 2005 and September 2006, according to the
indictment.

“Government service is an honor and a privilege. To use a government position to sexually exploit others is
appalling,” U.S. Attorney for Oregon Dwight Holton said in a prepared statement about the case.

The indictment also charges Walker with making a false statement to the FBI last October by saying he kept
an official record of every contact with one of the women when he allegedly did not.

He also is charged with intimidating and threatening that same woman, allegedly telling her that she should
not speak with authorities about any sexual activity between them because “you know what I can do,” the
indictment states.

As a probation officer, Walker had the authority to recommend to a federal judge that people under his
supervision should be jailed or otherwise sanctioned if they violated their conditions of probation or pretrial
release.

Walker also faces one count of falsifying U.S. Probation Office records to impede an investigation into his
alleged crimes.

Each of the three felonies that charge Walker with sexually abusing women he supervised carries a maximum
penalty of life in prison upon conviction, officials said.

Walker faces 20 years in prison on the witness tampering and records falsification charges, five years for the
false statement charge and one year for each of the two misdemeanor charges accusing him of illegal sexual
contact with women he supervised.

U.S. Attorney’s Office spokeswoman Gerri Badden said Walker worked in the U.S. Probation Office in
Eugene before he retired last year. FBI agents assigned to the agency’s Eugene office investigated the case.

Badden said she could not comment on why the case is being prosecuted in federal court in Portland or
whether the alleged acts took place in Lane County.

A phone number for Walker was not available and he could not be reached for comment. He remains free
pending trial.


