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A schoolteacher on her
way to work on early
Friday morning was raped,
allegedly by an off-duty
police officer from the
33rdPolice Precinct.

The woman was heading to
work when Officer
Michael V. Pena, a three-
year veteran,  stopped her
about 6:15 am on the street
in Inwood, and asked for
directions to the nearby 1
train, police said. He was
wearing casual clothes, was
not in uniform and
appeared intoxicated.

When the 25-year old
resisted, he put his arm
around her, showed her his
pistol, and led her a few
blocks away to the back
courtyard of a two-story
residential building
on West 217th Street and
Park Terrace West.

"’You're coming with
me,’" he told the woman,
said Deputy Commissioner
Paul J. Browne, the
NYPD's chief
spokesperson, who
described the woman as
“under threat".

"She knew he had a gun.”

As the attack took place, a
woman in a nearby
building was awakened by
the noise and called 911. A
few minutes later, another
man walking in the area
encountered the attacker,
whose pants were down,
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police said.

In response to the 911 call,
two uniformed officers
from the local
34th Precinct arrived on the
scene, where they found
the victim and attacker
standing in the backyard.

“The victim ran to the
police officers and said,
‘He raped me; be careful,
he has a gun,’” Browne
said.

The officer, Michael V.
Pena, 27, was arrested. As
the officers searched Pena,
they found his police
identification and his badge
in his pocket.

“His gun was on the
ground next to him,”
Browne said, referring to a
loaded 9-millimeter Glock
pistol.

Office Pena, a Yonkers
resident, is a three-year
member of the force who
has been assigned to the
33rd Precinct since
January.

The woman was taken to
New York-Presbyterian
Hospital/Columbia
University Medical Center.

Pena has been charged with
forcible rape.

Additional charges against
the officer were pending,
the police said. Pena has
been suspended without
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pay and stripped of his gun
and badge.

Local officials, including
Assemblyman Guillermo
Linares, Councilmembers
Ydanis Rodriguez and
Robert Jackson, urged any
additional witnesses to
come forward and
cooperate with the ongoing
investigation.

For Councilman Jackson
who denounced the attack
as “terrible, terrible news,”
the subsequent response
from both residents and
police was significant.

“Community engagement
is very, very important,”
said Jackson. “That this
woman, who lives nearby,
heard something and called
police, and that the
officers, from all reports,
responded within minutes-
all of that is to be
commended.”

He urged residents to
continue to be vigilant, and
to speak up and out about
quality of life issues, be
they emergencies or not.

"Little things lead to big
things," he said.

State Senator Adriano
Espaillat, who lives a block
away from the site of the
attack, called the crime
“deplorable”.

“It's especially jarring
when the alleged
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perpetrator is a member of
law enforcement," he
continued.

He reiterated the need for
additional safety officers,
and said his office was
putting together a local
forum this week together
with the District Attorney’s
office, the NYPD, and
experts on women’s safety.

The attack comes at a
challenging time for local
law enforcement.

Deputy Inspector Jose
Navarro of the
34th Precinct, recently
promoted from captain, has
just been reassigned by
department officials,
despite protests by
community leaders and
elected officials.

Navarro’s replacement,
Deputy Inspector Barry
Buzzetti, formerly of the
Bronx’s 48th Precinct in
the Fordham section, has
been on the job for just 3
days.

NYPD confirmed no other
leads are being pursued.

Anyone with any
additional information
should call Crime Stoppers
at 800.577.TIPS.
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