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Ex-Police Officer Now Convicted Sex Offender

Former Police Officer Now Convicted Sex Offender

Posted: 8:31 pm EDT March 29, 2011Updated: 7:04 am EDT March 30, 2011

BARTOW COUNTY, Ga. -- Channel 2 Action News has learned a former police officer is now a convicted sex
offender after he admitted to accusations Tuesday.

Investigative reporter Mark Winne obtained court records from Bartow County that show Victor Palmarini pleaded
guilty to rape charges.

Palmarini pleaded guilty to charges of aggravated assault with intent to commit rape, false imprisonment and two
counts of sexual battery involving one victim.

Bartow County Assistant District Attorney Elizabeth York told Channel 2 that Palmarini received a sentence of 25
years, with seven to serve, in the state prison system.

York suggested the attack Palmarini pleaded guilty to was the last in a series of escalating sexual incidents
spanning almost a decade.

“The other three instances all occurred while the defendant was on duty and in uniform,” said York.

A Channel 2 Investigation last year revealed Palmarini had a history of questionable sexual behavior on the job,
with multiple allegations of sexual assaults while he worked for several police departments.

Winne dug up records dating back to 2001, when Palmarini was a Bartow County deputy. He was accused of
having an inappropriate and sexually graphic conversation with a woman who was home alone when he answered
an alarm call, according to the records.

Winne interviewed one of the victims last year about her encounter with Palmarini in 2005. Newspaper carrier Julia
Squires said she was delivering papers when she encountered Palmarini, then a Euharlee police officer, on a dark
and deserted cul-de-sac.

“He proceeded to molest me for 45 minutes at least, while he talked filth and degraded me,” said Squires.

In that case, Palmarini received first offender treatment for a misdemeanor charge. Squires said she felt the
system failed to deliver justice for her. Squires told Channel 2, “I've never been the same person.”

Authorities told Channel 2 that despite Palmarini’s documented history of sexually aggressive behavior, in all the
previous cases the district attorney’s office was not able to successfully pursue the most serious charges.

York said, “I think the system is triumphing in this case. [In the past] he knew how to work the system. I think
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that’s the dangerous part.”

York said, in the latest attack, Palmarini was no longer a police officer, although the victim “knew he was a former
police officer, and I think he enjoyed using that,” said York.

York told Channel 2 the judge in the latest case ruled the three previous incidents could be used against Palmarini
to show a pattern of sexually aggressive behavior.

“Certainly, you can see the escalation and a pattern,” said York.

District Attorney Joe Campbell told Winne, “It's not perfect, but with determination and dedication, you can make
the system work to a positive result.”

Palmarini’s attorney, Andrew Feske, told Channel 2 that given the severity of the initial charges, which included
rape and kidnapping, his client decided to plead guilty for the sake of his family. Feske said Palmarini planned to
serve his sentence and then move on.
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