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Fired Pittsburgh police officer who coerced sex
favors from women goes to jail
Adam Skweres pleads guilty before trial begins
UPDATED  1:43 PM EDT Mar 11, 2013

PITTSBURGH -

A fired Pittsburgh police officer who was accused of trying to get sex acts from women in exchange for helping
them with cases pleaded guilty to all counts on Monday instead of going to trial.

Adam Skweres, 35, of Lincoln Place, was taken away in handcuffs after pleading guilty in front of Allegheny
County Judge David Cashman. He had been on house arrest with electronic monitoring for about a year while
awaiting his day in court.

The charges included attempted rape, indecent assault, bribery, coercion and official oppression. Skweres' plea
deal calls for a minimum of 3 1/2 years to a maximum of 8 years in state prison, and he must be a lifetime
registrant on the Megan's Law sexual offenders list.

Skweres did not comment or ask the judge for leniency. When Cashman asked why he was pleading guilty, he
replied, "Because I am, your honor." He could have faced a total sentence -- if it was consecutive -- of 86 1/2 to
173 years if he had been found guilty at trial.

"You can see that he was looking at very considerable time. He was looking at almost a life sentence when you
take into consideration he was 35 years old. The risk of running this case to trial was just too great," defense
attorney Phil DiLucente said.

Skweres was accused by five women, with some of the allegations dating back to 2008. None of the victims
were in court Monday.

In the most recent case in February 2012, prosecutors say Skweres ordered a woman whose boyfriend had
been in a bar fight to strip naked and perform sexual favors to get out of having to testify.

Skweres had maintained innocence ever since his arrest. At one point, defense attorney Jim Ecker said he
thought the women had copied each other and he suggested the story would be different when Skweres got his
day in court.

While Skweres was on home confinement, he joined Ecker and DiLucente at their downtown office so he could
plead his innocence to local reporters. Judge Ed Borkowski called both lawyers into court and scolded them,
saying Skweres was "a pawn" for their "voracious and insatiable appetite for media attention."
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