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Orleans Parish sheriff's office

Dejuan Thomas arrested for sexual battery of an inmate.

 By Laura Maggi, The Times-Picayune 
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Former Orleans Parish sheriff deputy arrested for
sexual assault of inmate
Published: Wednesday, March 07, 2012, 8:58 AM

The Orleans Parish Sheriff's Office, along with U.S. Marshals, arrested a former sheriff deputy
yesterday for the sexual assault of an inmate at the jail. He is scheduled to be arraigned this
morning.

Dejuan Thomas, 39, had been indicted by a state grand jury in February on charges of sexual
battery, second degree kidnapping and sexual malfeasance in prison. But Thomas failed to turn
himself in to authorities, which meant the sheriff's office had to conduct a search for him, according

to a news release by the office.

He was apprehended in Kenner and is being held without bond at the moment. As of this morning,
Thomas was still at the Orleans Parish
jail.

Thomas, who had worked at the jail
since 2009, was fired by Sheriff Marlin
Gusman in September, after an inmate
reported the inappropriate activity. The
sheriff's office conducted the
investigation into Thomas' actions and
initially arrested him that month.

According to a report posted online last
month by the website The Lens, Thomas took the inmate in handcuffs from his cell to a closet. The
inmate was forced to perform oral sex on the guard.
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