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Mark D. Baggett, 34, proclaimed his
innocence and cited his 20 years of public
service in seeking leniency.

By: MARK BOWES | Richmond Times-Dispatch 
Published: October 18, 2012

A disgraced Hopewell police
officer who claimed he was the victim after authorities
learned he used his authority to sexually assault three
women was sentenced Wednesday to serve six years
in prison.

Mark D. Baggett, 34, proclaimed his innocence and
cited his 20 years of public service in seeking leniency
on three convictions of aggravated sexual battery — to
which he reluctantly pleaded guilty in June. But Circuit
Judge Samuel E. Campbell found that Baggett had
violated the public's trust and sentenced him to 30
years in prison with 24 years suspended.

State sentencing guidelines for Baggett, who had no
criminal or traffic record, called for a minimum active
sentence of three years and eight months and a
maximum of 16 years and three months.

"He was a predator with a badge and a gun, and I'm
glad we were able to get him off the streets and put
him where he belongs," Hopewell Deputy Police Chief
Robert Skowron said after the hearing. "He's just a
disgrace to the uniform."

Skowron said the department has "zero tolerance" for
such behavior, and he applauded the three victims for having "the courage and trust to come forward with
this."

After investigators learned of the allegations and charged Baggett in January, the four-year Hopewell patrol
officer claimed that he — not the women he abused — was the victim.

Chesterfield County Deputy Commonwealth's Attorney M. Duncan Minton Jr., who was appointed special
prosecutor in the case, told the court that Baggett claimed one of his victims held a box cutter to his chest
and performed oral sex on him. In another case, Minton said, Baggett claimed that another female victim
came to his apartment, knocked on his door and seduced him.

According to evidence, Baggett used his position and authority as a police officer to elicit sex, or attempt to
elicit sex, from three women in their 20s and 30s in September and October 2011. Baggett, working as a
patrol officer, pulled over two of the women for allegedly driving under the influence of alcohol and
investigated a third woman for an alleged shoplifting offense.
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The offenses occurred about the same time Baggett married his fiancée and became stepfather to her young
daughter.

The crimes came to light after one of the women immediately filed a complaint, and Hopewell police
conducted a preliminary investigation before turning the allegation over to Virginia State Police for further
review. Hopewell police then conducted a check of all Baggett's arrests, "and we found two cases where we
had concerns about how they appeared to be handled," Hopewell Police Chief John Keohane said in June.
Baggett resigned soon after his arrest.

Baggett asserted his innocence Wednesday and said the only reason he entered Alford pleas to the crimes
was that he believed he would have received a harsher punishment if found guilty by a jury. Under an Alford
plea, a defendant does not admit guilt but acknowledges there is sufficient evidence for a judge or jury to find
him guilty.

"Other than my family and friends, I have lost everything," Baggett told the court.

In seeking leniency for his client, defense attorney Peter Eliades described Baggett's "rocky" upbringing,
which included being bounced back and forth between his mother — who was a 14-year-old substance
abuser when she gave birth — and his grandparents. "He never knew his father," Eliades said.

Baggett struggled with his self-esteem and dropped out of high school. But he began to turn his life around at
16 when he became a certified emergency medical technician-firefighter. "That was his passion," Eliades
said.

That launched a career in public service. He earned his GED diploma and went on to work a variety of jobs,
including positions at the Charles City County Sheriff's Office, the John Randolph Medical Center emergency
room, VCU Medical Center's burn unit, the Eye Bank of Richmond, the Richmond Ambulance Authority and a
firefighter/medic in Iraq, Eliades said.

"He has had to fight his way up from a very young age," he said. "He had a life of service to others until these
offenses."

Baggett was chronically obese at 500 pounds but managed to drop 250 pounds before joining Hopewell
police in 2008.

But Minton described Baggett as a serial predator who believed that bad things happened to him over which
he had no control. "He showed no remorse."
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Allan Cohen ·  Top Commenter · Virginia Commonwealth
University
How does a 34 year old man have 20 years of public
service?
Reply ·  · Like · Follow Post · October 18 at 8:23am3

Elizabeth Conley ·  Top Commenter · Sales Associate at
Prudential Towne Realty
I am very grateful to live in VA, where police officers are
not encouraged to run wild, violating citizens' rights with
impunity. We're lucky. Yes, there are a few bad apples.
When these bad cops are caught, they get reprimanded,
removed from the force or prosecuted. Not so in other
states. Be thankful folks. We are fortunate. I hope this
man's victims recover from their trauma. It seems he will
only erve about 3.5 years. It seems light, but what do I
know.
Reply · Like · Follow Post · October 19 at 11:43am

Tiffany Meredith · Henrico High
If you do not know him than do not judge. I am sure he is
not proud of any of this. But 5 years ago this man held
my hand through pre-term labor, consoled me as my
child underwent surgery, and wiped my tears. There is a
lot of good in his heart and my prayers go out to all
involved on both sides of the story.
Reply · Like · Follow Post · October 18 at 6:18pm

Kevin Goody ·  Top Commenter · Lincoln High
School, Stockton, CA
good? i fail to see the good all i see is a rapist
with a badge
Reply ·  · Like · October 19 at 1:43pm3

Waking Up America · Subscribed ·  Top
Commenter · 62 years old
I'm betting you are fat and ugly, and that the
fine officer was just trying to get into your
nasty panties...
Reply ·  · Like · October 19 at 6:24pm1

Bobby Newman

Work on your spelling or learn the difference
between then and than.
Reply · Like · October 22 at 7:39pm

Joseph Michael Hammond ·  Top Commenter
He's the victim?
Reply · Like · Follow Post · October 18 at 10:10am

http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3d21/14/f3/%2a/u;264565137;4-0;0;90242023;3454-728/90;51177699/51146852/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://ads.mgnetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/timesdispatch.com/news/local/article/2291769/L36/1814027820/Bottom/MediaGen/rtd_ROMNEYTARGETEDVICTORY_2012_11_02/ROMNEYTARGETEDVICTORY_728x90_2012_10_31.html/54463149433143555564384142664736?http://bcp.crwdcntrl.net/5/c=546/b=9772014?http://www.mittromney.com/jobsplan?utm_source=Cox&utm_medium=Display&utm_campaign=20121028_o73i11m24g57g29a52g66a72h38k21m33g80n97g66b46k95m12n74m57o88o34l03m12h25b46o63l17e44a89l78j11n03g09d81o34h12f54o27b80b48p59q82l83k20h15h98o47l07h12m12a52h12o89m04e83l03f58j02b46p51o86a79k21h38k20l03c76b46g12l83f70b13e35f46p19k12k21n89g96o47b03p71g07e69
http://www2.timesdispatch.com/terms-and-conditions/
https://mediageneral.silkroad.com/epostings/
http://richmondmediagroup.net/
http://www2.timesdispatch.com/online/site-information/contacts/
http://www2.timesdispatch.com/online/site-information/email/
http://jobsearch.local-jobs.monster.com/Search.aspx?wt.mc_n=hjnpsearch&ch=rtd&q=&where=Richmond,%20VA&re=130&cy=us&brd=1
http://www2.timesdispatch.com/mobile/text_alerts/
http://www2.timesdispatch.com/online/site-information/rss/
http://www2.timesdispatch.com/search/?query=latest%20news
http://www.timesdispatchshop.com/
http://community.timesdispatch.oodle.com/richmond-va/announcements/
https://subscribe.timesdispatch.com/authenticate.htm
http://www2.timesdispatch.com/manage-account/
http://www.td-digital.com/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B001U3YRF0?pf_rd_p=492867171&pf_rd_s=center-3&pf_rd_t=101&pf_rd_i=1263068011&pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_r=16BW90BVNF0EGNGZ8P2Z
http://placeads.timesdispatch.com/
http://www2.timesdispatch.com/forms/submit-your-news-tip/
http://www2.timesdispatch.com/online/site-information/contacts/
http://timesdispatch.mycapture.com/mycapture/index.asp
http://www.richmond.com/
http://www.goochlandgazette.com/
http://www.mechlocal.com/
http://www.midlothianexchange.com/
http://www.powhatantoday.com/
http://www.politifactvirginia.com/
http://add.my.yahoo.com/rss?url=http://www2.timesdispatch.com/feed/rss/news/local/
http://developers.facebook.com/plugins/?footer=1
http://developers.facebook.com/plugins/?footer=1
https://www.facebook.com/logout.php?h=AfcFmLCh3A4AgklT&is_third_party=0&next=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fplugins%2Fcomments.php%3Fapi_key%3D359392482564%26locale%3Den_US%26sdk%3Djoey%26channel_url%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%252Fconnect%252Fxd_arbiter.php%253Fversion%253D12%2523cb%253Df4ae9b7%2526origin%253Dhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww2.timesdispatch.com%25252Ff6f036928%2526domain%253Dwww2.timesdispatch.com%2526relation%253Dparent.parent%26numposts%3D5%26width%3D410%26href%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Ftimesdispatch.com%252Far%252F2291769%252F
http://www.facebook.com/allan.cohen.14
http://www.facebook.com/allan.cohen.14
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Virginia-Commonwealth-University/108095262547330
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=359392482564&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D12%23cb%3Df4ae9b7%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww2.timesdispatch.com%252Ff6f036928%26domain%3Dwww2.timesdispatch.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=410&href=http%3A%2F%2Ftimesdispatch.com%2Far%2F2291769%2F#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=359392482564&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D12%23cb%3Df4ae9b7%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww2.timesdispatch.com%252Ff6f036928%26domain%3Dwww2.timesdispatch.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=410&href=http%3A%2F%2Ftimesdispatch.com%2Far%2F2291769%2F#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=359392482564&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D12%23cb%3Df4ae9b7%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww2.timesdispatch.com%252Ff6f036928%26domain%3Dwww2.timesdispatch.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=410&href=http%3A%2F%2Ftimesdispatch.com%2Far%2F2291769%2F#
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Ftimesdispatch.com%2Far%2F2291769%2F%3Ffb_comment_id%3Dfbc_456435917733735_5150164_456605757716751&h=SAQFBe7If&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=359392482564&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D12%23cb%3Df4ae9b7%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww2.timesdispatch.com%252Ff6f036928%26domain%3Dwww2.timesdispatch.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=410&href=http%3A%2F%2Ftimesdispatch.com%2Far%2F2291769%2F#
http://www.facebook.com/elizabeth.conley.50
http://www.facebook.com/elizabeth.conley.50
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Sales-Associate/115437001804361
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Prudential-Towne-Realty/105684042804932
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=359392482564&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D12%23cb%3Df4ae9b7%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww2.timesdispatch.com%252Ff6f036928%26domain%3Dwww2.timesdispatch.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=410&href=http%3A%2F%2Ftimesdispatch.com%2Far%2F2291769%2F#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=359392482564&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D12%23cb%3Df4ae9b7%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww2.timesdispatch.com%252Ff6f036928%26domain%3Dwww2.timesdispatch.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=410&href=http%3A%2F%2Ftimesdispatch.com%2Far%2F2291769%2F#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=359392482564&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D12%23cb%3Df4ae9b7%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww2.timesdispatch.com%252Ff6f036928%26domain%3Dwww2.timesdispatch.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=410&href=http%3A%2F%2Ftimesdispatch.com%2Far%2F2291769%2F#
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Ftimesdispatch.com%2Far%2F2291769%2F%3Ffb_comment_id%3Dfbc_456435917733735_5154023_457088974335096&h=_AQH-mIWA&s=1
http://www.facebook.com/tiffany.meredith.710
http://www.facebook.com/tiffany.meredith.710
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Henrico-High/115150948500280
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=359392482564&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D12%23cb%3Df4ae9b7%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww2.timesdispatch.com%252Ff6f036928%26domain%3Dwww2.timesdispatch.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=410&href=http%3A%2F%2Ftimesdispatch.com%2Far%2F2291769%2F#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=359392482564&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D12%23cb%3Df4ae9b7%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww2.timesdispatch.com%252Ff6f036928%26domain%3Dwww2.timesdispatch.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=410&href=http%3A%2F%2Ftimesdispatch.com%2Far%2F2291769%2F#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=359392482564&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D12%23cb%3Df4ae9b7%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww2.timesdispatch.com%252Ff6f036928%26domain%3Dwww2.timesdispatch.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=410&href=http%3A%2F%2Ftimesdispatch.com%2Far%2F2291769%2F#
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Ftimesdispatch.com%2Far%2F2291769%2F%3Ffb_comment_id%3Dfbc_456435917733735_5151598_456791221031538&h=JAQG4HQQ0&s=1
http://www.facebook.com/kevin.goody1
http://www.facebook.com/kevin.goody1
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Lincoln-High-School-Stockton-CA/106349256070903
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=359392482564&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D12%23cb%3Df4ae9b7%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww2.timesdispatch.com%252Ff6f036928%26domain%3Dwww2.timesdispatch.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=410&href=http%3A%2F%2Ftimesdispatch.com%2Far%2F2291769%2F#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=359392482564&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D12%23cb%3Df4ae9b7%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww2.timesdispatch.com%252Ff6f036928%26domain%3Dwww2.timesdispatch.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=410&href=http%3A%2F%2Ftimesdispatch.com%2Far%2F2291769%2F#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=359392482564&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D12%23cb%3Df4ae9b7%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww2.timesdispatch.com%252Ff6f036928%26domain%3Dwww2.timesdispatch.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=410&href=http%3A%2F%2Ftimesdispatch.com%2Far%2F2291769%2F#
http://www.facebook.com/wakingup.america.5
http://www.facebook.com/wakingup.america.5
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=359392482564&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D12%23cb%3Df4ae9b7%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww2.timesdispatch.com%252Ff6f036928%26domain%3Dwww2.timesdispatch.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=410&href=http%3A%2F%2Ftimesdispatch.com%2Far%2F2291769%2F#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=359392482564&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D12%23cb%3Df4ae9b7%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww2.timesdispatch.com%252Ff6f036928%26domain%3Dwww2.timesdispatch.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=410&href=http%3A%2F%2Ftimesdispatch.com%2Far%2F2291769%2F#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=359392482564&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D12%23cb%3Df4ae9b7%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww2.timesdispatch.com%252Ff6f036928%26domain%3Dwww2.timesdispatch.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=410&href=http%3A%2F%2Ftimesdispatch.com%2Far%2F2291769%2F#
http://www.facebook.com/bobby.newman.399
http://www.facebook.com/bobby.newman.399
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=359392482564&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D12%23cb%3Df4ae9b7%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww2.timesdispatch.com%252Ff6f036928%26domain%3Dwww2.timesdispatch.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=410&href=http%3A%2F%2Ftimesdispatch.com%2Far%2F2291769%2F#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=359392482564&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D12%23cb%3Df4ae9b7%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww2.timesdispatch.com%252Ff6f036928%26domain%3Dwww2.timesdispatch.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=410&href=http%3A%2F%2Ftimesdispatch.com%2Far%2F2291769%2F#
http://www.facebook.com/josephmichaelh
http://www.facebook.com/josephmichaelh
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=359392482564&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D12%23cb%3Df4ae9b7%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww2.timesdispatch.com%252Ff6f036928%26domain%3Dwww2.timesdispatch.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=410&href=http%3A%2F%2Ftimesdispatch.com%2Far%2F2291769%2F#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=359392482564&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D12%23cb%3Df4ae9b7%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww2.timesdispatch.com%252Ff6f036928%26domain%3Dwww2.timesdispatch.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=410&href=http%3A%2F%2Ftimesdispatch.com%2Far%2F2291769%2F#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=359392482564&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D12%23cb%3Df4ae9b7%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww2.timesdispatch.com%252Ff6f036928%26domain%3Dwww2.timesdispatch.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=410&href=http%3A%2F%2Ftimesdispatch.com%2Far%2F2291769%2F#
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Ftimesdispatch.com%2Far%2F2291769%2F%3Ffb_comment_id%3Dfbc_456435917733735_5150403_456641624379831&h=TAQEsyqPD&s=1

