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Arlington officer exposed himself, kept job
Posted Thursday, Mar. 08, 2012

BY MITCH MITCHELL
mitchmitchell@star-telegram.com

This article contains graphic language.

An Arlington police officer was suspended for 20 days after being accused of exposing himself to two women, but he was allowed to return
to work last month.

Officer Charles Maurice Phillips, who has been on the force for more than 12 years, received what police administrators called a
suspension with a final warning for conduct unbecoming an officer and for failure to disclose his location to dispatchers. If investigators
determine that he is involved in another infraction, he will be fired.

Phillips has received 39 commendations but also has an extensive disciplinary record.

In August, Arlington police received information about possible misconduct by an officer -- an inappropriate consensual sexual encounter
while the officer was on duty -- Sgt. Christopher Cook, a police spokesman, said in an e-mailed statement.

A Star-Telegram reporter learned about the investigation in February and asked for information. Documents were released this week in
response to an open-records request.

"We do not condone this type of inappropriate behavior and, as such, the department initiated an internal affairs investigation to look into
this claim," the statement said. "The allegation was sustained against the officer. That review resulted in the officer receiving a 20-day
suspension, one of the more severe suspensions in lieu of termination."

According to a police report, Phillips escorted the two women home Aug. 20 after another officer had cleared them of suspected drunken
driving.

At the residence of one of the women, Phillips told an investigator, he was asked inside. After that, Phillips said, things "started going
downhill fast."

During a taped interview with an internal-affairs sergeant in October, Phillips said that one woman pulled down her white spandex pants
and showed him her thong-type underwear and grabbed his hand.

"She then bent over and rubbed her butt up against my clothing ... you know, with her, with her pants down," Phillips said. "I guess trying to
shake her butt, rub it up against my, my lower extremity area, and uhh, wanted me to touch her."

However, according to police records, one woman told investigators later that nothing happened between her and the officer.

The other woman told an investigator that Phillips went in a room with her friend and exposed himself in front of both of them. Phillips then
zipped up his pants and left. Before leaving, Phillips said he did not have a condom and suggested that they get together later, the woman
told the investigator. The woman also told the investigator that Phillips has a small, white circular birthmark on his penis.

Phillips initially denied exposing himself but later changed his story. At one point, he said that if he did expose himself, it happened so fast
he could not remember, according to the report.

When an investigator told Phillips that one woman had given a detailed description, he responded that one of the women might have pulled
his penis from his pants. He added that he did not stay in the house for more than two or three minutes.

"I got out of there because I was like, man, this is going to get me in a whole world of trouble," Phillips said. "Which it has now."

Neither woman filed a complaint with police, but a cousin of one told a civilian worker at the Police Department about the incident, which
led to the investigation.

When police initially questioned the women, neither wanted to comment. Both said they were afraid to become involved.
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"I really wasn't trying to put myself in that situation like that because you know, I know you all stick together and I'm not trying to drive down
the street and get pulled over constantly," one woman said to the investigator.

Phillips' suspension began Jan. 21, and he returned to work in February.

Mitch Mitchell, 817-390-7752; Twitter: @stcrime
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