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Officer's suspension questioned after story
changes
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ARLINGTON — An Arlington woman who claims a police officer exposed himself to her
while on duty is outraged that the officer received only a 20-day suspension.

Documents obtained by News 8 indicate the officer changed his story when questioned by
the department's internal affairs division.

There's no question about what the woman saw after she and a friend were escorted home
by Arlington police Officer Maurice Phillips in August. But there are conflicting stories
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about how it happened.

"He exposed himself," said the young woman, who agreed to speak with News 8 if we
concealed her identity. "When I walked into the room, he was already unzipping and
exposing himself."

The woman said she and her friend remained fully clothed.

That's her version of what happened when Officer Phillips followed her home in August,
after questioning her about drunk driving.

Phillips gave internal affairs a very different account.

"She pulled her pants down and showed me her G-string underwear and wanted me to
touch her," Phillips said in a recorded statement to investigators. "I said, 'I can't do that.'"

According to documents and recordings obtained by News 8 through an open records
request, Phillips told investigators his genitals were never exposed.

Then the story changed.

"It could have come out," the officer conceded. "I don't remember."

When the interviewer tells him the woman could identify a specific marking, Phillips said
she might have unzipped his pants. The interviewer asked how that could have happened.

"You're sitting across the table, telling me you can't remember if your penis came out?" he
asked.

The woman said Phillips' story is "ridiculous."

"How does it slip out, unless he has a miniskirt on?" she asked. "It's not possible, no ...
he's the one who exposed himself, assuming we were going to do whatever he wanted us
to do so we wouldn't get this DWI that he claims we very well could have gotten."

Police say the women did not speak with them until contacted by internal affairs
investigators.

But now, both are outraged by his 20-day suspension.

"I'm angry because this is false," the woman said. "He's putting myself and my friend out
there as though he's the victim."
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In a written statement, Arlington police said, "We do not condone this type of
inappropriate behavior," adding that 20 days without pay is "one of the more severe
suspensions in lieu of termination."

Based on interviews with the woman and the officer, investigators determined that the
behavior in this case was consensual.

The woman said she strongly disagrees with that conclusion. She did not accuse the
officer of offering leniency in exchange for sex, but she did say she was intimidated.

She said Officer Phillips complied when she told him to leave.

According to documents, a lieutenant and deputy chief recommended termination, but an
assistant chief decided on the 20-day suspension for Phillips.
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