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2013 Cop Rape Jackie Len Neal

A former San Antonio police officer accused of raping a woman in the back of his patrol SUV in
2013 was fined and sentenced Monday to 14 months in a state jail facility as part of a plea
agreement.

Jackie Len Neal appeared stoic as he stood before state District Judge Sid Harle as his sentence
was read. He lowered his head as he was led out of the courtroom.

Neal pleaded no contest to improper sexual activity with a person in custody. As part of the deal,
he was fined $5,000 and agreed to surrender his peace officer certification.

He is not eligible for community supervision, according to court documents.

“He sacrificed his pride and the truth for our children. It doesn’t admit he’s guilty,” Neal’s former
wife Debby Neal said through tears after the sentence was read.

Neal was fired from the department after he was accused of sexual assault by a woman identifed
in court documents as Jane Doe.

According to reports, Doe told police she was driving on the South Side in November 2013 when
Neal pulled her over, handcuffed her and raped her in the back of his police SUV.

The woman told authorities that Neal threatened her and told her he knew where she lived,
according to a lawsuit filed in January 2014 against Neal, the city and Police Chief William
McManus in which she claimed a violation of her Fourth Amendment right against unreasonable
search and seizure. The city agreed in April to settle the case against it and McManus for
$500,000.

Neal was indicted this year on charges that included aggravated sexual assault but reached an
agreement allowing him to plead guilty to the lesser charge.

Neal’s attorney, Therese Huntzinger, said after the sentencing that Neal made the plea decision
“contrary to his family’s feelings” to “avoid a trial and allegations from a complainant that said the
sex was not consensual.”

“Jackie’s always denied that. There’s no way that he would ever have entered into a plea
involving any nonconsensual sexual contact,” Huntzinger said. “He will never be a police officer
again.”
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Neal’s relatives were angry and emotional over the outcome.

“An innocent man is going to jail for a crime that he did not commit,” Debby Neal said. “It should
have been dismissed because the city didn’t even investigate this crime appropriately.”

According to Doe’s lawsuit, Neal had been suspended by the Police Department for having had a
sexual relationship with an 18-year-old high school student who was part of the Police Explorer
Program, for which Neal had been an adviser.

In June, Neal was hit with a $2.1 million default judgment in a lawsuit filed by Doe after he did not
show up for a hearing. The judgment included $1 million in punitive damages.
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