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2013 Cop Rape Yuval Arama

A Palm Beach County Sheriff’s road patrol deputy was fired last week after an internal affairs
investigation determined that he received oral sex from a victim he was interviewing while on
duty.

Yuval Arama, 41, who was assigned to district four in suburban Delray Beach, was placed on
paid administrative leave July 20 after the sheriff’s office began investigating the July 15 incident.
Documents obtained by the Palm Beach Post Friday show that the former deputy has a history of
complaints and investigations, including an incident in 2008 when he was suspended after he
had an affair with a married woman while on duty.

Arama’s termination went into effect Jan. 14 at 8 a.m.

Peter Antonacci, the county’s state attorney at the time, notified the sheriff’s office Oct. 3 that he
decided not to file charges of sexual battery by a person in authority, official misconduct and
unlawful compensation against Arama.

The alleged incident took place July 15 at the victim’s private residence.

Arama and sheriff’s deputy Christopher Grant arrived separately at the home to speak with the
woman about her former boyfriend, who was incarcerated at the time, allegedly violating an
injunction for protection order.

While speaking with the woman, Arama said he did not have all the necessary forms with him
that she needed to fill out so he would need to come back to the residence at a later time,
according to documents.

GPS history shows that Arama did go back to the residence later that day.

The woman later told the sheriff’s office that the two were sitting at a table filling out paperwork
when Arama got up and kissed her. He then pulled her tank top down, exposed his genital area
and pulled her to his crotch.

She claims to have questioned the deputy, said she didn’t want to do it and tried to pull away.

The woman later told detectives she was “appalled” and felt like she was “raped,” documents say.
She feared retaliation and that she wouldn’t sound credible, she said.

Citing that the crime of sexual battery requires proof of lack of consent, Antonacci said the
woman never stated that Arama made “any overt act that would serve as a threat or show of

authority.”

Antonacci added that before the alleged incident, the woman appeared to have a personal
interest in Arama as she commented on his tattoos and said her next boyfriend should be a cop.

A charge of misconduct could not be founded, Antonacci said, because while Arama did not
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A charge of misconduct could not be founded, Antonacci said, because while Arama did not
report the sexual activity happening that day, what was in the report was not inaccurate.

“Though Arama’s conduct is reprehensible and certainly would seem to violate Palm Beach
Sheriff’s Office policy, the facts as described by the alleged victim fail to establish the necessary
elements of the crimes,” a document read.

With the help of the sheriff’s office, the woman made a controlled call to Arama July 19. She said
to Arama that she wanted to talk but Arama soon hung up and then called back minutes later
from a private number.

The woman said she wasn’t used to what happened between them and just needed to know that
it wouldn’t happen again, to which Arama allegedly responded, “It won’t.”

With his PBA attorney nearby, on Oct. 3, Arama admitted to the sheriff’s office that he received
oral sex while on duty. He denied that he forced her into the act.

The confession came months after Arama repeatedly denied the accusations and failed a
polygraph test.

In an inter-office memorandum dated Dec. 6, sheriff’s Capt. Jeff Calise said he met with Arama
and his attorney to conduct a pre-disciplinary determination meeting.

At the meeting, “D/S Arama was very apologetic for his egregious behavior and the poor
decisions which have led to the present charges. D/S Arama continued by apologizing to me
personally, and for the negative manner in which he represented our department,” the memo
read.

Back in July, a sergeant told sheriff’s investigators that Arama came into his office to talk about
the woman calling him to talk about the incident.

Arama told the sergeant that he hung up the phone and that he reported the incident to another
sergeant.

After speaking with the special investigations division, Arama called the sergeant to update him
with the investigation.

“I am not OK. They treated me as a suspect, they read me Miranda, and did a CVSA,” Arama
said according to documents.

Arama told the sergeant he didn’t pass the test to which the sergeant responded, “Obviously you
did this. If you had told me from the beginning I would have told you to contact PBA.”

The deputy allegedly responded, “Yeah, I did it.”
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