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2014 Cop rapist Brandon Licciardi

A former St. Bernard Parish Sheriff's deputy charged in the Darren Sharper rape case pleaded
not guilty to federal drug and witness tampering charges in federal court in New Orleans on
Monday (Dec. 15).

Brandon Licciardi appeared pained as he fidgeted in his seat in U.S. Magistrate Judge Sally
Shushan's court, frowning as he stole occasional glances at his mother and girlfriend. His
shoulders slumped as he stood before the judge, he softly said "not guilty" when Shushan asked
him how he pleaded to each of the six counts against him.

Licciardi's bond hearing was set for 2 p.m. Thursday. Licciardi has been in police custody since
Friday, when he was charged along with former Saints standout Sharper in both federal and
Orleans Parish courts in connection with a pair of alleged rapes that took place in New Orleans in
2013.

Sharper has been jailed without bond in California since February, and faces charges in
connection with the rapes of two women in Los Angeles in separate incidents from October 2013
and January 2014. The former Saint also has been indicted in Arizona, where he is accused of
drugging three women and sexually assaulting two of them in Tempe on Nov. 21, 2013.

Both Sharper and Licciardi also were charged in Orleans Parish with assaulting two women on
Feb. 2, 2013 in Sharper's downtown apartment.

In federal court, Licciardi and Sharper are charged with a single count of conspiring to distribute
the prescription drugs Alprazolam, Diazepam and Zolpidem with the intent to commit rape, and
with giving someone the drugs on two dates: Feb. 2, 2013, and Sept. 23, 2013, the indictment
states. He also is charged with intimidating a witness and lying to Orleans Parish investigators.

Outside the federal courthouse Monday, Licciardi's lawyer Ralph Capitelli said the charges
against his client -- in federal court, at least -- do not allege he raped anyone, and he said
Licciardi did not drug women.

"He never did that, he never gave any woman any narcotic," Capitelli said. "I know that before I
was hired he went in (to meet with investigators) two and three times."
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